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Barit Views Business 
Hudson's Spring Drive 
Holler Hegiras West 
Gable May Become Oldfield 


- eer - 


By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 






the spark plug of business.” Barit 


‘valuation 


. ‘ | business and industry. 
“SALESMANSHIP is now as always. 


of Hudson (right) told the column | 


conductor (extreme left). 


VERY TIME I talk with A. E. 
Barit, I come away with a cer- 
tain feeling of reassurance about 
this country and this industry. 
Somehow, the quiet manner and 


measured words of the president | 


of Hudson give me the feel of 
solid ground underfoot. This time, 
lat Monday, was no exception. 
Sparring around and using for a 
springboard to get down to the 
question of ‘““How’s Hudson com- 
ing?” I asked what effect world 
affairs was having in a business 
way. 


| 
| 





* of mE 
THAT reassurance-thrill again 
came to me when Barit de-| 


clared epigrammatically that “when | 


fundamentals are right, business 


largely depends upon our going | 


out to get it.” Which remark fol- 
lowed the statement that “Every 
business man is seriously con- 
cerned with the swift-moving 
events of our times. 
over conditions with many of 
them, I find some of the most 
successful are first taking a long 
look at how these events affect 
the fundamentals of business. 


When they find that events do not 

radically affect these fundamen- 

tals, they conclude to leave the 
(See SPARKS, Page 23, Col. 1) 





SHUFFLING off to Buffalo? No 
to San Francisco. Bill Holler leaves 
etroit, to take over as key speaker 
at NADA convention. (See Sparks 
Page 23). 


But going | 


Founded in 1925 as Automotive Daily News 
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War or Peace, 


Business in U.S. 
Stands to Benefit 


Observers in Washington 
See Upward Trend 
Despite Situation 


By William Ullman 
Staff Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — With 
the second quarter of the year 
under way, observers of eco- 
nomic trends and conditions 


in the National Capital are 
giving the most careful scrutiny 
to the current situation in an ef- 
fort to formulate a_ reasonable 
of the outlook for 


They realize that a great deal 
of dependence is being placed 


| upon the course of the automotive 
‘and building 


construction 
dustries, and current results in 


Newsp 


in- | 


both of those fields are encourag- | 


ing. 


However, the big story of 


economic prospects here today is | 


to be found in the arena of in- 
ternational affairs. Washington 
believes it has ample evidence 
that the note of hesitation which 
has crept into business and in- 


(See RECOVERY, Page 2, Col. 3) 


Pratt, James 
Get New Posts; 


Tracy Resigns 


DETROIT.—A. E. Barit, presi- 
dent of the Hudson Motor Car 
Co., announces the acceptance of 
the resignation of 
W.R. Tracy from 
the sales man- 
agership the 
company. 

Effective at 
once, Barit also 
announced 


of 





G. H. Pratt 


major appoint- 





iments. G. H. 
'Pratt becomes 
general sales 
manager in com- 
plete charge of 
domestic and w. A, James 
foreign sales and 
service operations 

W. A. James ha been ap- 
pointed to head a newly-formed 
division to be known as the ad- 
vertising and merchandising de- 
partment, created primarily fo 


the purpose of developing and ad- 
merchandising plans 
Hudson dis- 


ministering 


for the assistance of 


tributors and dealers. James will 
also continue to direct the adver- 
tising and publicity activities 
James has been with the Hud- 
on company 20 year ind Pratt 


12 year 





aper of the 
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ALL ABOARD for the NADA convention. Entraining at the Northwestern 


conclave opens Monday, are (left to right, lower row) Walter E. Blanchard 
of Detroit, acting general manager of NADA; Lou Stewart, of St. Louis, 


treasurer; J. W. Roby, of Shreveport. 
Texarkana, Ark.-Tex., 


and Mrs. J. J. Wright, wife of Chicago 


vice-president; (upper row), Mrs. Roby, Mrs. 


La., president, amd L. C. Cargile, of 
Cargile 
director. 





ALSO ON NADA special leaving Chicago were (left to right) Walter E. Blan- | 


chard, acting general manager of National Automobile Dealers Assn.; Jay Green, 


assistant treasurer; J. J. Wright, 


executive committee; 


of Chicago, | 
Samuel B. Shapiro, general manager of Chicago Auto- | 


director and member of 


mobile Trade Assn., and William C. Callahan, managing editor of Automo- 


tive News. 





Macauley 


DETROIT.—Alvan Macauley, 


|president of Packard Motor Car 


| Co. 


! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


two} 





since 1916, this week an- 
nounced that at his request he will 
become chairman of the board of 
the company. At the same time he 
announced that M. M. Gilman, 
vice-president and general man- 
ager, has been nominated to the 
board of directors as his successor 
in the presidency. 

Macauley said he freeing 
himself from the responsibilities of 


is 


The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1939 1938 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—95.754 Chevrolet 72,728— 1 
2—76,391 Ford 70.749— 2 
3—59.578 Plymouth 36,047— 3 
4—31,822 Buick 22,959— 4 
5— 30,965 Dodge 16,391— 5 
6—23,342 Pontiac 15,083— 6 
7—22,121 Olds. 14,064— 7 
8—11,601 Chrysler 17,737— 8 
9— 8,927 Mercury ae 
10— 8,165 Nash 5,561—13 
Total All Makes 
109,884 297,930 
For complete standings of all | 
akes, see Page 17, thi issue | 


| 
| impressively 





Board Chairman, 
Gilman Packard President 


the operating management to con- 
centrate on a long-range expan- 
sion program for Packard, which, 
under his leadership, has shown 


an increase in net worth from 
$17,000,000 in 1916 to $42,000,000 
in 1939. 


The company produced 109,518 
cars in 1937, a record year. This 
compares with a total output of 
15,737 units 23 years ago, when 
Macauley became president. 

“Recent years of the company’s 
growth,” said Macauley, “have 

(See PACKARD, Page 2, Col. 5) 


CHICAGO.—The 
Cook county new car registra- 
tions, which got under way in 
March, has continued even more 
this month, it is 
shown in tabulations for the first 
eight days of April by the Bureau 
of Motor Advice. 

The total for 


momentum in 


the period in 


| question was 2,319 units as com- 


pared with 1,676 for the same days 


in March of this year and 1,659 
for the first eight days of April 
1938 

Dealer here ire) particularly 


NADA SEEKS SOUND SALES PLAN 


Continued Recove 


o- 





station in Chicago Thursday night enroute to San Francisco, where NADA’s | 2bout the evils 








|in the United States 


| 
| 
| 


| 


|of their responsibility, 
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‘Officials Enroute 
en To Coast Keynote 
ConclaveProgram 


Merchandise Evils Known, 
Answer Is Sought to 
Dealer Problems 


By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor 


Aboard President’s Special 
Enroute to NADA Convention 
in San Francisco.— As the 
National Automobile Dealers 


Assn’s train speeded westward 
Friday, it became more and more 
apparent that dealers this year 
are determined to do something 
in the retailing 
division of the automobile in- 
dustry, rather than just talk about 
them. 

In conversations since the train 
left Chicago Thursday night, 
bound for the 22nd annual NADA 
convention April 17-20 in San 
Francisco, several officials of the 


- association—including J. W. Roby, 


of Shreveport, La., president; L. 
M. Stewart, St. Louis, treasurer, 
and L. C. Cargile, Texarkana, Tex., 
vice-president—have brought out 
that one of the highlights of the 
convention will be an effort to de- 
velop a groundwork for a sane and 
sound merchandising program 
which can be sold to the industry 
as a whole. 


There is no real point, these 
men maintain, in merely stating 
what the ills are. In their opinion, 
the average dealer or factory man 
is cognizant of the difficulties. 


What really is needed is an 
answer to these problems —a 


sound, sane program for improve- 


| ment which can be developed and 
should be developed by NADA. 


In a statement to the press this 
week-end President Roby said, 
“Automobile retailers constitute 
one of the largest retailing groups 
in annual 
dollar volume; they are actually 
second only to the purveyors of 
food products. Their annual busi- 


ness amounts to approximately 
five billion dollars. 
“Our business is that of fur- 


nishing low-cost dependable trans- 
portation to the American public. 
Our members are deeply conscious 
and the 


| purpose of their deliberations this 


week will be to work out more 
(Continued on Page 2. Col. 1) 


April Sales Rise 40 Percent 
| In Chicago; Dealers Cheered 


cheered over the showing in view 
of the fact that March registra- 
tions were the highest in 19 
months. The total for the year to 
Apr. 8 was 24,503 cars, up 20%. 





In This Issue 


Car Registrations Page 17-20 


Coming Events Page 4 
Production This Week Page 17 
Sales Through Service Page 10 
Used Car Merchandising Page 18 
Used Car Price Table Page 19 
“Who, Me?” Page 22 
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efficient and effective ways of 
rendering still better service. 
Thereby widening the use of mo- 
tor vehicles among our population. 

“The industry, of which we are 
a part, is recognized as a leader in 
providing employment at high 
wages throughout the United 
States. Statistics show that one out 
of six gainfully employed in this 
country derive their livelihood di- 
rectly or indirectly from the auto- 
motive industry. Thus any steps, 
which we can take at this meeting 
to improve conditions withir it, 
we feel is a direct contribution to 
our national welfare.” 


The San Francisco Motor Car 
Dealers Assn. committee has ar- 
ranged a sight-seeing trip on the 
49-mile scenic drive for early ar- 
rivals in San Francisco. Follow- 
ing business preliminaries Mon- 
day morning, “National Automo- 
bile Day” will be observed at the 
Golden Gate Exposition with a 
luncheon and a parade. 


The convention program, be- 
ginning Tuesday, will take the 
form of a clinic analyzing the 
problems “pro” and “con” as they 
relate to the convention theme, 
“What’s Wrong With the Automo- 
bile Business and What Can Be 
Done About It?” The _ dealers 
chosen to speak are men who have 
been active in the industry for 
many years. 
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NADA Conclave to Seek Sound Merchandising Plan 


Officials Enroute to Coast 
Keynote Program Activities 


(Continued from Page 1) 


} ‘The Importance of the Small 
Business Man in the American 
System.” 


The banquet speaker, Wednes- 
day evening, Apr. 19, will be Wil- 
liam E. Holler, general sales man- 
ager, Chevrolet Motor division, 
General Motors Corp., who will 
discuss his conception of a quality 
dealer program, a_ pioneering 
movement in which he has been 
an active exponent. 

The balance of the program will 
be made up of the following 
speakers: J. W. Roby, Shreveport, 
La., president of the NADA, who 
will deliver his annual report; 
Stanley Horner, Washington, D.C., 
member of the NADA’s executive 
committee, who will review and 
discuss the recent Federal Trade 
Commission investigation of fac- 
tory-dealer relations; L. M. 
Stewart, St. Louis, Mo., treasurer 
of NADA, who will give his re- 
port on the financial condition of 
the organization; Ben T. Wright, 
head of Ben T. Wright, Inc., Chi- 
cago; Will G. Price, president, 
Price Auto Service Co., Wichita, 
Kans.; W. L. Mallon, Mallon Olds- 
mobile Co., Newark, N. J., and 
Mallon Surburban Motors, East 
Orange, N. J., vice-president and 
general manager, Newark Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. 

John E. Smith, president, John 
Smith Co., Atlanta; Carl R. 


We cover the auto front--- 


Automotive News will carry, 
in its next issue, a complete re- 
port of the annual convention 
Automobile 
Dealers Assn. in San Francisco. 
William C. Callahan, managing 
editor and a recognized author- 
ity on dealer activities, is on his 
way to the West Coast and will 
be on the job in Automotive 
News’ headquarters in the St. 
Francis Hotel by Sunday. He 
will remain for the ensuing 
week, visiting Los Angeles and 
New Orleans on the way home. 
His stories should be of great 
interest to the entire automo- 


of the National 





Bill Callahan 


bile industry. In addition, there 
will be pictures galore taken on the spot by ace photog- 


raphers. 


In addition to the development 
of the convention theme, there will 
be three special talks. Judge Wil- 
bur M. Alter, formerly of the 
Colorado supreme court, will dis- 
cuss the decision of the National 
Labor Relations Board in which | 
certain automobile 


distributors | 





-Heussy, executive secretary, Wash- 


ington Automotive Trade Assn., 
Seattle; Herman Goodin, Goodin 
Bros., Inc., Huntington, Ind.; Da- 
vid E. Castles, president, West 
Side Buick Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
and Johannes Schiott, secretary of 
| NADA and president, Blue Ribbon 


were held subject to the Wagner | Garage, Bridgeport, Conn. 


labor act; Dr. Paul Cadman, presi- 


dent, American Research Founda- | | day, Apr. 20, with an all-day ses- | 


The convention will close Thurs- 


tion, San Francisco, will speak on sion of m_of the board of directors. 











! available 


Alvan Macauley 


Packard's new chairman 


Recovery Seen Continuing 


(Continued from Page 1) 


activities within 
is due almost entirely to, 


dustrial 
weeks, 


the fear of war which hangs over| balances and 
| These balances and the gradually 
Competent observers here em-| 


so much of the world. 


phasize that the unbroken crisis 
abroad, the ever-deepening shadow 
of armed conflict, even though 
thousands of miles away, is hav- 
ing a strong psychologic effect 
upon business men and consumers 
alike, and that their feeling of 
uncertainty is having a retarding 
effect on economic progress. 

This very fact, however, gives 
emphasis to the strength of the 
forces of recovery which are now 
in operation in this country, for 
even in the face of the unsettled 
world condition our business and 
industrial indices are improving. 
It is clear that if the shadow of 
possible war could be lifted 
abroad, there would be an im- 
mediate upsurge in a host of lines 
of endeavor here. 

Many official observers in 
Washington still believe that the 
odds are against the outbreak of 
a general European war. Never- 
theless, assuming that the worst 
should come abroad, what do they 
feel will be the effect on business 
here? 

They explain, first, that the 
foreign trade of the United States 
has been steadily declining for 
several years; that it has been 
functioning under increasing dif- 
ficulties of various kinds, and that 


recent French. This purchasing power is 





M. M. Gilman 


- - - - new president 


said to be in the form of bank 
security holdings. 


liquidated security holdings would 
provide a vast pool upon which 
France and England could draw 
to pay American business and in- | 
dustry for essential goods. 

All of this, and much more, is 
entering into analysis of the cur- 
rent domestic business and in- 
dustrial situation. It is no longer 
possible to ignore the definite tie- 
up between the trend of political 
affairs abroad and the trend of 
economic affairs at home. 

The important point to bear in 
mind at this time, it would seem, 
is that competent observers here 
are convinced that the upward 
trend here will not be halted under 
any circumstances, and that there 
is every likelihood of an impres- | 
sive forward movement either in 
the case of war or peace overseas. 

The present hesitancy on this 
side may be laid to the fact that 
the situation has been teetering | 
for so long between the one and | 
the other. 


April Sales Up 
15% Over March, 
Buick Reports 


DETROIT.—First 
how 





indication of | 
new car sales are going in 


factors in this field already have| April was obtained late Friday in 
discounted the extreme eventu-| Buick’s report for the first 10 
ality. days of this month. 

On the other hand, Europe’s Domestic retail deliveries of 
democracies undoubtedly would} Buicks totaled 6,339 units in the | 


be forced to step up their pur- 


first 10 days of April, W. F. Huf- | 


chases of both raw materials and|stader, general sales manager, 
manufactured goods from. the reported, representing a gain of | 
United States to an extent which| 1,875 or 42 percent over the cor- | 


probably would more than com- 


responding period of 1938 and an 


pensate for export trade losses| increase of about 15 percent over | 
elsewhere. the 5,588 cars sold during the first 
Of great importance, it is| 10 days of March this year. 


| pointed out that there is an esti- | 
| mated $4,000,000,000 worth of pur- 
country | 


this 
Br itish 


in 
the 


chasing power 


to and 


Hufstader also reported used 
car sales by Buick dealers totaled 
10,570 units during the first period 
of April. 








| Packard has 


| company’s 


Packard 


(Continued from Page 1) 


been marked by Packard's entry 
into the lower priced volume field, 
the success of which has been due 
in substantial degree to the con- 
tributions of Gilman. His election 
to the board of directors will be 
a" on at the annual meeting 
Apr. The board then will act 
on his dievaliet to the presidency, 

“As board chairman and gj- 
rector, I intend to continue an 
active part in the company’s plans 
and policies.” 

Macauley is one Packard's 
largest stockholders. He _ joined 
Packard in 1910 and has served as 
president longer than has any 
other automotive company presi- 
dent in the history of the industry. 
He had formerly been associated 
with the National Cash Register 
Co. and Burroughs Adding Ma- 
chine Co., joining Packard as gen- 
eral manager. 

Profits Rose Sharply 

During Macauley’s presidency 
the company has produced and 


of 


| marketed $1,750,000,000 worth of 


automobiles. In this same period 

earned profits of 
$135,000,000 and paid $104,000,000 
in dividends. For the six months 
ended Apr. 1, 1939, the company 
will show profits of apyroximately 
$1,875,000. Cash and_ securities 
now on hand total approximately 
$10,448,000. Owners of common 
stock in 1916 numbered less than 
a hundred. Shareholders now total 


| 117,000, the second largest group 


of automotive stockholders. 
Since 1929 Macauley has been 
president of the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn. 
Gilman was a pilot in the U. S. 
Aviation Corps in the World war. 
He joined Packard as a salesman 


| 20 years ago. He served as truck 


sales manager, general accessories 
manager, wholesale manager; then 
was appointed vice-president in 
charge of sales of the Packard 
Motor Car Co. of New York. In 
1932 he returned to Detroit as vice- 
president of distribution. He be- 
came vice-president and general 
manager in 1934. For the last five 


| years, Gilman has had active as- 


sociation with all phases of Pack- 
ard engineering, manufacturing, 
and distribution. 

Will Be 4th President 


He will be Packard’s fourth 
president, succeeding to the title 
held by James W. Packard, Henry 
B. Joy and Macauley. 

“As president,” Gilman said, “I 
will continue the basic policies of 


| Mr. Macauley and his predecessors. 


There will be no changes in the 
program of building 
quality cars for an ever widening 
market. 

“Many current factors justify 
the expansion activities in which 
we are now engaged. The com- 
| pany’s cash position is excellent. 
An active program of plant rear- 
rangements to increase production 
efficiency is nearing completion. 
Factory inventories are low. Car 
stocks in dealers’ hands are well 
below those of a year ago. Ca) 
orders from distributors are i‘- 
creasing daily. April deliveries to 
customers should show more than 
the usual seusonal increase,” he 


| said. 





Some of Those Who'll Address NADA Conclave in San Francisco Next Week 





H. R. Goodin Wm. L. Mallon 


Will G. Price 


Dr. P. F. Cadman Judge W. M. Alter 


D. E. Castles 


John E. Smith Carl R. Heussy 


AMONG SPEAKERS listed for the annual convention of the 


National Automobile Dealers 


counsel for Denver Auto Dealers Assn.; Castles, of St. 


Louis, 


Ben T. Wright 
chairman of NADA legislative 


J. Schiott 


Assn., Apr. 17-20 in San Francisco, are (left to right) Goodin, of Huntington, Ind., who committee and director from Missouri; "Smith, who is president of John Smith Co., Atlanta: 
is chairman of the NADA nominating committee and director from Indiana; Mallon, of Heussy, executive secretary of = Washington Auto Trade Assm, Seattle; Schiott. of 
Newark, chairman of NADA resolutions committee and director from New Jersey; Price. Bridgeport, Conn., secretary of NADA, and Wright, president of Ben T. Wright, Inc.. 
of Wichita, Kans., director for Kansas and convention program committee; Dr. Cadman, Chicago, and director-treasurer of Chicago Auto Trades Assn. Speakers not shown here include 
who is president of American Research Foundation, San Francisco; Judge Alter, of Denver, W. E. Holler, general sales manager of Chevrolet; President J. W. Roby and Stanley Horner. 
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States Given National Plan to End Trade Barriers 


Program of Particular Help 


To U.S. Trucking Industry 


CHICAGO. Detinite action to 
eliminate current state trade bar- 
riers, and prevent enactment of 
further laws, was taken here late 
latt week at a three-day confer- 
ence sponsored by the Council of 
State Governments. 

Conferees, represnting 44 states 
and three territories, condemned 
the present trade barriers as vio- 
lating the intent of the U. S. Con- 
stitution and agreed to a national 
program for destroying interstate 
tariff walls by co-operation and 
mediation. 

The program, which conferees 
will present to their state legisla- 
tures and particularly will help 
the trucking industry if adopted, 
comprises the following points: 

Parity of state rates for domes- 

tic and out-of-state truckers 
and conferences among the states 
for the adoption of uniform regu- 
lations of loads. 

That states having sales taxes 

supplemented by “use” taxes 
should adopt “offset” provisions to 


APEM Meeting 
To Hear Talk 
By Knudsen 


DETROIT.—The annual meet- 
ing of Automotive Parts and 
Equipment Manufacturers, Inc., 
will be held in the grand ball- 
room of the Book-Cadillac hotel 
here, April 27. 


William S. Knudsen, president 
of General Motors Corp., will be 
the principal speaker of the eve- 
ning. The newly elected directors 
of APEM will be introduced at 
the dinner. 

The dinner-meeting will be in- 
formal with a reception from 6:30 
to 7 p.m. and dinner at 7 p.m. 


provide only for equalization of 
taxes on goods produced outside 
of a state free of sales taxes. 
Regional conferences for the 
formulation of agreements be- 
tween states enforcing “port-of- 
entry” laws to prevent discrimin- 
ation against out-of-state ship- 
pers. 
Repeal of laws giving prefer- 
ence to local products in public 
works, state contracts and for use 
in public institutions except when 
employment of state labor is de- 
manded to relieve unemployment 
in that state. 
5 Repeal of existing discrimina- 
tory state alcoholic beverage 
laws and prevention of enactment 
of laws which might serve as bar- 
riers to liquor trade. States were 


urged to form compacts to this 
end. 
Restoration of equal competi- 
tion in the sale of oleomarga- 


rine 


Adoption of uniform minimum 

standards of sanitary require- 
ments for dairy products. 

Removal of diverse regulations 

on interstate shipments of nurs- 
ery stock except those pertaining 
directly to public health and con- 
trol of injurious insect pests and 
plant diseases. 

Nondiscriminatory legislation to 

protect states from unscrupu- 
lous itinerant truckers, with pro- 
visions for registration and bond- 
ing of the truckers. 
10 That congress continue its 

efforts to arrive at equitable 
freight rates for the nation. 
] That states refrain from using 
their taxing powers for dis- 

crimination and that if states de- 
sire to handicap the trade of their 
neighbors, “it should be done di- 
rectly and not by masquerading 
under the taxing power.” 








AT DODGE TRUCK driveaway dinner this week in Detroit. Left to right. 
Forest H. Akers, vice-president and director of sales, getting an earful from 
Tom W. Moss, director of Dodge truck sales. At the. right is Karl Frederick, 
of Dodge’s advertising agency, Ruthrauff & Ryan. 





: iv jay di j ight to left, 
OTHERS ATTENDING the Dodge Truck driveaway dinner were, rig 
Frank J. Timmens, general sales manager of the Dodge division of Chrysler 


Corp.; L. J. Purdy, vice-president and general 


manager of the Dodge truck 


division; C. B. Hayner, Dodge dealer of Fort Wayne, Ind. 











| 


‘ 


NTE ; ‘CIDENT these four guests at the Dodge truck driveaway din- i 
QUITE BY ACCII been selling Dodge cars and trucks for 


her discovered that they, ave 
62 years. The men are, right to left: 
Oliver House, 17 years; J. G- 


together, have 


McPherson, 


Frank Zimmer, 16 years with Dodge; 
13 years; R. E. Dinar, 16 years. 


1939 ALMANAC 


- » « in the Works! 

Our editors are busy on the 
6th Annual Edition of the Auto- 
motive Almanac—the accepted 
Reference Year Book of the 
Industry. 

YOU CAN HELP BY: 

1. Sending any corrections 
for Who’s Who. 

2. Calling our attention to 
any concern in the industry not 





listed in last year’s Almanac. 

3. Asking for any statistics 
not given last year. 

4. Ordering extra copies you 
require at $1.50 each; three or 
more at $1 each. 

5. Making certain your prod- 
uct is advertised in this Buyer’s 
Guide of the Industry. 


Mass Delivery 
Record Set for 


Dodge Trucks 


DETROIT.—The Dodge truck 
division chalked up another rec- 
ord this week with the departure 
of what was said to be, in point 
of attendance, the largest group 
delivery and driveaway of trucks 
in the company’s history. A party 
of 400 dealers, salesmen and other 
personnel came to Detroit to take 
factory delivery of new Dodge 
trucks and drive them to different 
points of the Detroit region, com- 
prising the state of Michigan, 
northern Indiana and_ southern 
Ohio. 

Arriving in chartered airplanes, 
by railroad, motor buses and auto- 
mobiles the men, after checking 
in at Detroit Leland Hotel for an 
overnight stay, were conveyed to 
the new Dodge truck factory at 
Mound and Eight Mile roads to 
beg'n a sightseeing trip that oc- 
cupied the greater part of the 
forenoon. Also included in the 
day’s program were visits to the 
Dodge and Plymouth passenger 
car plants. After luncheon, served 
at the Dodge main plant, the 
driveaway party attended a lec- 
ture on diesel engines, with spe- 
cial reference to the new three- 
ton diesel truck which Dodge re- 
cently added to its lines. 

In the evening the men were 
guests of the company at a ban- 
quet laid in the ballroom of Hotel 
Statler. Tom W. Moss, director of 
Dodge truck sales, welcomed the 
dealers. 


Nash Sales Set 
18-Month High 


a 

During March 
DETROIT.—Retail sales of new 
‘Nash cars during the final 10 
days of March increased 93.9 per- 
cent over the comparable period 
in 1938 and were the highest for 
any 10-day period since July, 
1937, it was reported this week by 


W. A. Blees, general sales man- 
ager. 

Following a steady upward 
trend, sales during the period 
totaled 2,867 units, as compared 
with 1,479 units in the last 10 
days of March, 1938, Blees said. 


The total was 108 percent 
the final period of February. 

Nash’s total sales in March set 
a new 18-month high of 6,255 
units, a gain of 83.1 percent over 
the same month last year, when 
3,416 units were sold. The gain 
over February, 1939, was 78.5 per- 
cent. 

Sales during the first quarter 
totaled 13,366 units, an increase of 
66.7 percent over 8,019 new Nash 
ears sold during the first quarter 
of 1938, he said. Field stocks are 
somewhat below the level of the 
same period last year, Blees said 


over 


Seek Portable Flares 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla.—-Senator A. O 
Kanner has introduced a bill requir 
ing trucks to have as regular equip 
ment portable flares which, when 
lighted, would be visible for 200 feet 
Such flares, the proposed measure pro 
vides, would have to be lighted where 
trucks are stopped on the highway 
between sunset and sunrise 





PONTIAC DEALERS greet the chief on San Francisco visit. Left to right, 


George Daniels; 
Motors; Verne L. Murray, 


A. Herzog. The San Francisco dealers reported big 


Benjamin Boas; H. J. Klingler, general manager of Pontiac 
assistant general sales manager of Pontiac, and J. 


sales gains to the traveling 


“high command” last week at the dealer-opinion meeting in Hotel Fairmount. 





STAN CHURCH, director of public affairs, Station KOIN, CBS outlet in Port- 
land, Ore., interviews Pontiac officials on their arrival in the Rose City for a 


dealer meeting. Left to right: 
manager; H. J. 


Church; Verne Murray, assistant general sales 
Klingler, general manager, and Tom Ray, regional manager. 





AT LOS ANGELES meeting of Pontiac dealers this week. Right to left, Vin- 
cent E. Wood, Santa Barbara; Gatty Jones, sales manager, A. E. England Pon- 
tiac Co., Hollywood; Irven G. Reynolds, of Covina. 





OTHER DEALERS at the Los Angeles Pontiac meeting. Left to right, Mat 


Clelland, of Reg Fudge Pontiac Co., Los Angeles, and Reg Fudge. 





Automotive Industry Leads 


In Wages Paid Its Workers 


WASHINGTON. — Michigan, 
home of the automotive industry, 
leads the nation in the per capita 
wages paid its workers, it was dis- 
closed this week in the first com- 
prehensive survey of the Social 
Security Board. 

The report, covering 30,157,694 
workers who contributed to the 
old-age pension fund in 1987, 
shows that the average wage of 
these contributors was $890 a year, 
while in Michigan the average was 
$1,102. New York was second with 
$1,042 and Illinois third with $1,- 
029. In several Southern states the 
figure was approximately $500. 


The 30 million-odd workers 
earned $26,825,366,241 in the pe- 
riod covered. Those earning less 


than $3,000 annually constitute 97 
percent of all employes and their 


learnings 90 percent of the total 
value of wages paid. 
The analysis’ discloses 


young workers are preferred. The 
number under 40 years of age out- 
numbered those above 40 by bet- 
ter than two to one. Sixty per- 
cent of all employes covered were 
20 to 40 years old, while those 40 
to 60 years made up 27 percent. 

The report shows that 1,545,163 
employes in Michigan contributed 
to the pension fund out of wages 
totaling $1,703,428,269. In only six 
of the states did the annual wage 
exceed $1,000, and only in Michi- 
gan did it pass $1,100 

‘ 


Motor Wages Rise 
Sharply in 1939 

NEW YORK.-—-Weekly wages of 
factory workers in the automobile 
industry averaged $31.35 in Jan- 
uary this year, compared with 


| $25.15 in the same month of 1938, 
| according 
that | Manufacturers Assn. 


to the Automobile 
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AUTOMOTIVE One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
4 - and now. This publication, God willing and so 
V long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely 
authentic and of value——(AN 6-10-1933). 
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The Clan Gathers 

A* SAN FRANCISCO this coming week the National 

Automobile Dealers Assn. is meeting for its 22nd annual 
convention, which can be one of the most important in its 
history. During the past few months definite changes in the 
by-laws have been made by the executive committee, which 
are aimed to broaden the control of the association and give 
all members a greater voice in its policies. These changes are 
expected to be endorsed at the coming meeting and should 
be endorsed. 

As in other lines of endeavor, the merchandising picture 
in the automotive industry is one of rapidly changing char- 
acter. Yet today the industry, to too great an extent, is still 
endeavoring to fit its sales methods to a pattern cut years 
and years ago. The effect is about the same as attempting to 
squeeze a right-hand foot into a left-hand shoe. 

Strangely enough, in the manufacturing division of the in- 
dustry, when a method or machine becomes obsolete or in- 
efficient it is unhesitatingly discarded, regardless of its initial 
cost or the consequent cost of replacing it with more modern 
and up-to-date equipment. This principle, we feel, should be, 
and can be, applied to our merchandising division. It must 
be borne in mind, however, that in the manufacturing di- 
vision these changes are made only when the manufacturers 
are convinced that the new machine or new method is supe- 
rior to the present machines or methods, and the job of con- 
vincing them rests with the men who provide or will use 
them. 

In this way then we feel that a big task for NADA at its 
meeting will be to design a new pattern for merchandising; 
one that is sound, concise and salable. A pattern which would 
eliminate the horse-trading and horse-traders of yesterday 
and establish a modern, efficient, merchandising body which 
would be comparable in its efficiency to our present manu- 
facturing divisions. If, in its discussions, such a program can 
be developed by NADA, only the most short-sighted factory 
executive would refuse to accept it. 

Since this meeting will be largely a meeting of, by and for 
dealers, we feel that there are many inter-dealer ills which 
can be discussed and corrective measures adopted. A sound 
program along these lines, we feel, also would be the first 
progressive step in the direction of better factory-dealer rela- 
tionships. The key to this, we believe, lies largely in assum- 
ing a proper attitude toward present problems by both deal- 
ers and manufacturers rather than mere posturing which has 
been too prevalent in the past. 


Fares to the Fairs 

E ARE now coming into a season when, if ever, the auto- 
mobile industry should cash in on the expenditures it 

has made at both the New York and San Francisco fairs. At 
both these events this industry has been a big contributor in 
both money and interest-getting exhibits. But we do feel that 
too little has been done to arouse public desire to visit these 
events, by automobile, to see what the industry has to show. 
It has been somewhat like preparing a banquet and neg- 
lecting to invite the guests. Rails, steamship lines, airlines and 
other transport mediums have done a good job of promotion 
from their own standpoint, but the automobile industry, 
whose future market depends upon the wearing out of pres- 
ent cars, has done very little. To our mind it would seem| 
that a co-operative campaign, which would recreate interest| 
in motor touring this summer with two fairs as focal points, | 


would be in order. 
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OTHER INDUSTRIES It will be 
PLEASE COPY! 
the figures 
released by the Social Security 
Board this week are not given 
wide public disclosure. The report 
covers 30,157,694 workers who 
contributed to the old-age pension 
fund in 1937. The average wage of 
these contributors was $890 a 
year, while in Michigan the aver- 
age was $1,102. New York was 
secend with $1,042 and Illinois 
third with $1,029. In several 
southern states the figure was ap- 
proximately $500. 


* ¢ * 


It goes without saying that 
about 90 percent of the industrial 
employment in Michigan is either 
directly or indirectly dependent on 
the motor vehicle industry so our 
leaders who had the finger of 
scorn pointed at them less than a 
year ago when labor disputes and 
interruptions in our industry fairly 
demoralized it, can now say to 
other industries, ‘““Kindly note our 
record and please copy!”’ 

* * * 


There are some other figures in 
this report that ought to be given 
wide publicity. I am going to re- 
peat them here for fear they may 
have missed the eyes of someone 
who should have them. For ex- 
ample: The 30-million odd work- 
ers earned $26,825,366,241 in the 
period covered. Those earning less 
than $3,000 annually constitute 97 
percent of all employes, and their 
earnings 90 percent of the total 
value of wages paid. Again this 
analysis discloses that young work- 
ers are preferred. The number 
under 40 years of age outnum- 
bered those above 40 by better 
than two to one. Sixty percent of 
all employes covered were 20 to 
40 years old, while those 40 to 60 
years made up 27 percent. But the 
average wage of the older group 
was $1,185 for the year, more than 
one-third greater than the average 
wage for the younger workers, 
which was fixed at $860. The best- 
paid age group was shown to be 
the workers between 45 and 50, 
who constitute 8 percent of the 
total and earn an average of $1,- 
204 a year. There were only 700,- 
000 workers between 60 and 65, 
who averaged $1,086, almost 
double the annual average income 
of the 5,700,000 between 20 and 25. 


* * 


The report shows that 1,545,163 
employes in Michigan contributed 
to the pension fund out of wages 
totaling $1,703,428,269. In only six 
of the states did the annual wage 
exceed $1,000 and only in Michi- 
gan did it pass $1,100. 


* * * 


* 


It is to a man in our industry, 
Henry Ford, I believe, to whom 
credit is given for establishing 
nearly three decades ago, a mini- 
mum wage of $5 per day for his 
labor. The Sage of Dearborn, him- 
self not many years from the lathe, 
conceived the homespun philos- 
ophy that if labor were paid more 
dollars they could buy more of 
his product. Others quickly fol- 
lowed this leadership in our in- 
dustry and the eddies of higher 
wages spread countrywide. 


* * 


It seems to me that these pub- 
lished figures prove for all time 
the right for the automotive in- 
dustry to claim the highest wages 
paid and to stamp as malicious 
lies the statements made by labor 
leaders and some politicians dur- 
ing the controversy only last year. 

-G. M.S. 
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Don’t Bring Your Ax Unless You'll Help Turn the Stone 


A Day at the Fair 
. . with Henry Ford 


NEW YORK.—Harry Silver- 
man operates a clothing store in 
New York’s Eighth avenue. Re- 
cently a man walked in and asked 
for a pair of rubbers. Silverman 
looked hard at his customer, and 
remarked: “You look like Henry 
Ford.” 

The fitting over, the man stood 
up and smiled at Silverman. 

“You have a quick eye,” 
said. “I am Henry Ford.” 

Silverman was so astonished he 
couldn’t speak, but Henry Ford 
asked his name, shook hands with 
him. 

“You seem to have a fine stock 
here,’”’ he commented. “Your place 
is nice and clean. Keep up the 
good work.” 

Silverman wanted to give Ford 
the rubbers, but his offer was de- 
clined with thanks. So was his 
subsequent offer to sell the $1.19 
rubbers for one dollar even. 


“Henry Ford was the most 
democratic man you could hope 
to meet,’ said Silverman later. 
“There was no fuss or bother. He 
came in here just like some fellow 
who is making maybe $18 a 
week.” 

This incident typifies the sim- 
plicity of Henry Ford’s life. He 
had come to New York on this 
day to look over the Ford ex- 
position at the New York World’s 
Fair on his way to a vacation in 
Georgia. He appeared’ unan- 
nounced at his New York offices 
and sought the official in charge 
of the Fair building. It was a raw 
day, and a cold rain was falling. 
Someone suggested Ford would 
need rubbers. He agreed and tried 
on several pairs belonging to em- 
ployes, but none would fit. So he 
did the natural thing he 
looked for the nearest store, which 


he 


AN's Almanac, published once a vear,} happened to be Harry Silver- 


|} man’s. 
Ford’s new rubbers first carried 





him through his Long Island 
| plant. Here some World's Fair ex- 
| hibits were taking shape—exhibits 
designed to show how, step by 
step and process by process, raw 
materials became the finished car. 
Ford examined these exhibits with 
keen interest. He always has been 
especially interested in machinery. 
He examined very carefully the 
mechanisms that operate the ani- 
mated exhibits, and showed a 
thorough grasp of the principles 
involved. By the time he had fin- 
ished his inspection it was time 
for lunch. 
| ‘“Let’s lunch close by,” said he, 
jand so the party ate the 60-cent 
“special” in a nearby restaurant. 
Next he went to the Ford Ex- 
position. He made a thorough in- 
spection of his five-acre building, 
(See FORD, Page 14, Col. 5) 


Coming Events 


APRIL 
17-19—San Francisco. National Auto 
—— Dealers Assn. annual meet- 
ng. 
29-May 1—Seattle. Washington Motor 
Freight Assn. annual convention 
Washington Hotel. 


MAY 


22-June 8—World Automotive Engineers 

Congress (SAE)—New York, May 
22-26; Indianapolis, May 30; De 
troit, May 31-June 2; San Fran- 
cisco, June 6-8. 


JUNE 
| 5- 6—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. Pennsy! 
| vania Automotive Assn. Meeting. 


AUGUST 
7-10—Chicago Navy Pier. Annua! 
Automotive Accessories Exhibit 

| OCTOBER 

| 12-21—London. International Autom 

bile show. 

| 15-21—New York. National Automobile 
show. 

| 25-Nov. 11 — Milan, Italy. Automobile 
salon. 





NOVEMBER 
| 3-1l—Chicago. Automobile 
DECEMBER 


| 11-16—Chicago. Automotive Service I" 
1 dustries Show. 
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Similar Proposals Pending 
In Seven Other States 


special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—New laws ban- 
sing sales below cost have been 
enacted thus far this year by the 
egislatures of three states; similar 
pills have been killed by three 
gislatures, and are still pending 
in the legislatures of at least seven 
sther states, according to sum- 
marization of the latest reports. 

Also known as unfair practices 
acts, unfair sales laws and similar 
tiles, the measures are backed by 
gall independent merchants at- 
mpting to curb competition of 
chain merchandisers. 

The new laws went on the 
statute books of Arizona, Utah and 
Washington, prior to the adjourn- 
ment of the 1939 sessions of those 
legislatures. The Arizona below 
cst sales ban, supplanting a simi- 
lar 1937 law in that state, allows a 
12 percent markup on the cost of 
merchandise to the retailer, after 
adding freight charges and cart- 
age. This is in contrast to most 
other existing laws of this type in 
other states, nearly all of which 
have 6 percent markup provi- 
sions. 

The measure adopted in Utah, 
providing a 6 percent markup, is 
designed to strengthen a previous- 
ly existent law of the same type. 
The Washington measure is the 


ry. * 
Fuel Tax Hike 
Is Proposed in 
7” e ° 
Missouri Bill 
ST. LOUIS. — The Missouri 
house of representatives has per- 
fected for final passage a measure 
providing for an election on a 
constitutional amendment increas- 
ing the gasoline tax from 2 to 3 
tents a gallon and reducing auto- 
mobile license fees one-half. The 
bill, sponsored by Rep. R. E. 
Searcy, was approved 75 to 13 
with the greater part of the op- 
position coming from the St. Louis 
delegation. 
Searcy declared that the fact 
the measure carries a cut in the 
license fees, will appeal to the 
voters and bring about its pass- 
age, thereby creating more rev- 
enue for road building purposes. 
He also asserted that the high- 
way program is at a standstill be- 
tause of lack of funds, and pre- 
dicted the change would increase 
anual road revenue about $3,- 
00,000. All gasoline and motor 
‘ehicle revenues go into the high- 
way department fund. 


Willys-Overland 
Establishes Mark 


ROSAMOND, Calif.—The 1939 
Willys-Overland established an- 
other interesting mark last week 
when a stock model was driven 
over a dry lake course here for a 
44-hour period at an average 
speed of 80.3 miles an hour. 
_ Traveling 1,928 miles in the 24- 
hour period, the car averaged 
19.67 miles per gallon of gas and 
cnsumed only six quarts of oil. 
he company announced. 

Ted Ellis, veteran test driver, 
Was the sole driver of the car in 
the gruelling run, which was 
supervision of the 
American Racing Assn. Officiating 
for the Association were Ray E 
Cook, Chief Stewart, and Fred 
‘Tame, 





Dealers Offered Course 
On Business Management 
CHICAGO.—Automobile dealers 

re being offered a “Better Busi- 

Ness Management Personalized 

Training” course by F. Elwood 

dunt and Associates here. 

The course, which comprises 10 
hapters of training and is con- 

‘ucted entirely by mail, 

S and profits plans, keeping 0! 
interpretations, et 


covers 


'Y records, 





first of its kind in that state and is |! 


similar to the California unfair 
practices act. 

The legislatures of Georgia and 
West Virginia have adjourned ait- 
er refusing to pass below cost 
sales ban bills, and a bill of that 
nature was reported to have been 
buried in the North Carolina as- 
sembly after being passed by the 
senate of that legislature. 

Such measures were reported 
still pending at this writing. huw- 
ever, in the legislatures of Kan- 
sas, Michigan, Maryland, New 
York, Nebraska, Texas and Wis- 
consin. Also pending at this writ- 
ing were bills to repeal such laws 
in some states, including New 
Jersey. 

Also controversial measures in 
some legislatures, with similar 


opposing and proponent groups, | 





are bills to enact and repeal so- 
| called fair trade laws, authorizing 
minimum price contracts between 
retailers and manufacturers. Bills 
to enact fair trade laws are re- 
ported to have been killed in 
Missouri and Vermont, with simi- 











|writing in the legislatures of 
| Delaware and Texas, as well as in 
congress to cover the District of 
| Columbia. 

Each of the other 44 states al- 
ready have fair trade laws in 
| operation, but bills to repeal these 
| are pending in several legislatures, 
‘including California, Connecticut, 
Maryland and Ohio. In New 
York’s legislature a bill is pend- 
| ing to provide for an inquiry into 
ithe operation of that state’s ex- 
isting fair trade law. 


Drill Prices Slashed 


DETROIT.—A price reduction rang- 
ing up to 31 percent on 14 standard 
sizes of Carboloy masonry drills, tak- 
ing effect Apr. 15, is announced by 
Carboloy Co., Ine. 


| 





Hyatt Bearings Division, Gen- 
Motors Sales Corpora- 
tion, Harrison, New Jersey, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit 
and San Francisco. 


eral 


Chicago, 





GM Survey Shows Economy, 
Dependability, Safety Lead 


lar measures still pending at this | 





DETROIT. — Dependability, 
operating economy and safety are 
| the three most important features 
(of an automobile, according to 
|tabulations of the votes of more 
|than a million American motorists 

in the annual survey taken by 
| General Motors. 

This is disclosed in the current 
|edition of the ‘“Motorist’s Hand- 
book, and Buyer’s Guide,” a pub- 
lication of the corporation's cus- 
tomer research staff, under the 
direction of Henry G. Weaver. 

Each year, hundreds of thou- 
sands of owners of all makes of 
cars are invited by GM to give 


their opinion on the general 
characteristics of cars. 
Various general characteristics 


of a car, as listed in the publica- 
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Untair Trade Practice Acts Passed in Three States 


tion, are: appearance, depend- 
ability, economy, pickup, smooth- 
ness, comfort, ease of control, first 
cost, safety and speed. Some of 


these characteristics, of course, 
are closely related. 
Reactions to these character- 


istics are listed in three general 
car price classes—low, medium 
and high—and the reactions varied 
slightly with each class. In the 
low-price class, operating economy 
was placed first, with dependabil- 
ity a close second. Safety was 
third. 

The medium-price class voters 
gave dependability first place, 
safety second and_ operating 
economy third. In the high-price 
class, dependability, safety and 
appearance ranked, in that order. 


SEE 


Because 
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Hyatt 


A PASSING SHADOW on a broad trail of concrete... the 


car speeds on... scarcely a sound. The driver sits in the 


cushions, relaxed and rested, enjoying a ride as swift and 


silent as an arrow in flight, as soothing as a tropical breeze. 


There’s the feel of sound construction all around him... 


strength knit into silence. Little thought does he give to 


the Hyatt Quiet bearings that contribute to this smooth- 


ness of operation 
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March Business Shows Gain in 63 Trading Areas(a 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1939 


National Average Remains 


At Level Set in February 


DETROIT.—Business showed 
substantial improvement in 63 
major areas during March, ac- 
cording to the monthly survey of 
147 trading areas of the United 
States conducted by the research 
division of Brooke, Smith & 
French, Inc., advertising concern. 

This compares with gains in 
only 41 areas during the preced- 
ing month. In addition to the areas 
showing gains in March, 15 


Auto Transport 


Rates Will Be 
Probed by ICC 


WASHINGTON.—tThe interstate 
commerce commission this week 
ordered a general investigation of 
rates on new automobiles in in- 
terstate commerce. 

The investigation was instituted 
on petition of the Nationai Auto- 
mobile Transportation Assn., Inc., 
representing common and contract 
carriers which transport new auto- 
mobiles from manufacturing and 
assembly points by motor. 

The case has been assigned for 
hearing in Chicago on June 13. 


others remained at their February 
levels. Declines occurred in 69 
areas where business continued to 
feel the pressure of economic dis- 
turbances. 

| National business 
operating during March at 21 
percent below normal, the same 
level as maintained during Feb- 
ruary. 

The greatest March gains were 
registered in the following areas: 
Bakersfield, Camden, Canton, 
Charleston, W. Va., Chattanooga, 
Cincinnati, Duluth, Erie, Fresno, 
Green Bay, Huntington, Jackson, 
Mich., Kalamazoo, Knoxville, 
Minneapolis, New Orleans, Nor- 
folk, Oakland, Peoria, Phoenix, 
Providence, Reading, Reno, Se- 
attle, Sioux City, Spokane, Terre 
Haute, Tulsa, Washington, D. C., 
and Wilmington, Del. 

The following areas were closest 
to normal in March: Albuquerque, 
Atlanta, Austin, Billings, Boise, 
Cheyenne, Dallas, Grand Junction, 
Indianapolis, Jacksonville, Knox- 
ville, Miami, Phoenix, Reno, Rich- 
mond, Shreveport, Terre Haute, 


continued |, 


Washington, D. C., and Winston- 
Salem. 





PLYMOUTH’S display in Detroit’s progress exposition this week included 


these contrasting models, a 1929 and a 


1939 edition. 





1939 GRAHAM, contrasted with a 1929 Graham, depicts the drastic changes 


made in the design of cars in the past 10 years. 


of the “Nothing Stops Detroit” 


HUPMOBILE’S CONTRIBUTION to 


progress exposition, comprise 





the big display, 
1908 Hupmobile 


The Graham display is a part 


progress exposition held in Detroit this week. 


~ 


Wi iy > 


as part of Deiroit’s 
(top) and the company’s new 


Skylark (bottom), which will be formally announced soon. 


| with the independent group in the 
| automobile 
discussed. 


Budd’s Fair Exhibit 
Has 60 Ft. ‘Parasols’ 


PHILADELPHIA. — Four 
huge stainless steel umbrellas, 
each large enough to keep the 
rain off 2,150 persons, will 
shelter the outdoor exhibit of 
the Edward G. Budd Mfg. Co. 
at the New York World’s Fair. 

Each “parasol” will be 60 
feet in diameter, yet will be 
designed so it will be relatively 
light in weight, demonstrating 
the use of stainless steel. A 
central figure will be the larg- 
est weather vane ever built, its 
stainless steel mast rising 90 
feet into the air, with an 80- 
foot wind direction indicator at 
the top. ‘% 





Intrastate Trucks 
Ruled Off Penna. 
Roads Week-Ends 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
In the first ruling of its kind 
issued by a Pennsylvania govern- 
mental agency, the state public 
utility commission this week or- 
dered all trailer-trucks, used for 
hauling automobiles between 
points within the state, off the 
highways between noon each 
Saturday and midnight of the fol- 
lowing day. 

Only trucks, which operate ex- 
clusively within the state and 
therefore are subject to commis- 
sion jurisdiction, are affected. 

“The ruling is intended to make 
highways safer for the public dur- 
ing heavy traffic periods over the 
weekend when roads are used 
chiefly for pleasure traffic,” Com- 
mission Chairman D. J. Driscoll 
said. 


Philadelphia Car 
Sales in March 
Best Since 1937 


PHILADELPHIA (UTPS).— 
March automobile sales in Phila- 
delphia totaled 3,326, the largest 
deliveries of new passenger cars 
since September, 1937. The 
month’s total compares with 2,045 
in March of last year, an increase 
of 1,281 cars, or 62.6 percent. 

Sales have been making con- 
sistent gains since the first of the 
year, with a 50 percent increase 
registered in January and 36.8 
percent in February. Figures for 
the entire first quarter total 7,992 
against 5,290 for the correspond- 
ing period of last year, represent- 
ing an increase of 2,702, or about 
51 percent. 

Dealers also report they al- 
ready see evidences of further and 
substantial increases in April, 
with additional interest also shown 
in used car offerings. Used car 
stocks are considered a bit on the 
heavy side, but in a fairly satis- 
factory position, with prospects of 
1 good used car movement de- 
veloping during the next two 
months. 


Martin Will See Green 


On UAW Link With AFL 


DETROIT.—Homer Martin, 
president of a UAW faction, will 
take a committee of executive 
board members with him Monday 
when he goes to Washington to 
confer with William Green, AFL 
president, on terms under which 
the independent auto workers can 
affiliate with the parent body. 

R. J. Thomas, president of the | 
CIO division of the union, left for | 
New York Wednesday night for a | 
conference with John L. Lewis, 
CIO president, and Sidney Hill- 
man and Philip Murray, CIO vice- 
presidents. Thomas said the fight | 





industry would not be 





Unfair Trade Bill Killed 


CONCORD, N. H. (UTPS).—The New 
Hampshire unfair sales bill has been 
killed on an unfavorable report from 
the house judiciary committee. 
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DETR 
CHEVROLET’S DISPLAY in the “Nothing Stops Detroit” Progress exposition, | »xecutiv 
being held this week, includes this 1939 Chevrolet (top photo) which contrasts Graham 


with the 1929 Chevrolet (bottom photo). Automobiles play the chief role in the 
exposition, part of the Detroit board of commerce’s program to show hoy 
Detroit progressed in the depression years. 
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vies with Ford’s 1939 offering (bottom photo) for 
attention in the display being held this week in connection with Detroit's 
progress exposition. 


A 1929 FORD, top photo, 


Young: 
Sales 
YOUN 
Indicatio: 
Valley 
slump” 
When it 
portant 
gains ov 
In M: 
Cars and 
Compare 
and 31 n 





‘O feel th 
tent re: 
* necessit 


wn” ae ae on display in Detroit’s progress exposition, being held 
S wee include the model of ancient vint: and 4 
1939 Hudson 112, bottom photo. en ee ae a aes 








AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1939 





special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON.— Wholesale and 
etail automobile financing in- 
qeased during February, both as 
«ompared with January of this 

ar and with February last year, 
y, S. census bureau statistics re- 
yealed this week. 

February wholesale financing 
jtaled $128,377,086 against $138,- 
399,015 in January and $73,135,935 
in February last year. February 
etail financing was $81,914,862, 
which compares with $81,751,989 
in January and with $69,592,934. 
Thus, for the first two months 
of this year, wholesale financing 
totaled $267,276,101 against $154,- 
05,724, while retail financing for 
that period was $163,666,851 this 
year ood $138,262,005 last year. 


February new car financing 
et ee ns rds gene rca 













Graham Reports 
Steady Increase 


In Sales, Output 


DETROIT.—Robert C. Graham, 
on, jexecutive vice-president of the 
sts |Graham-Paige Motors Corp., re- 
turned to De- 
troit this week 
from the Pacific 
Coast where he 
ended a country- 
wide series. of 
dealer meetings 
which. started 
gan. Zi. 

Since the day 
the first meeting 





Graham retail 
organization has 
been 





R. C. Graham 


new dealers, and retail deliveries 
have increased steadily in each 
10-day report from the field, he 
said. 

“The Pacific Coast,’ Graham 
said, “is highly optimistic about 
the business outlook. Attendance 
at the Golden Gate International 
Exposition in San Francisco bay 
has exceeded expectations, and the 


have already experienced an in- 
trease in sales volume as the re- 


by the exposition. 
“Merchants in the New 


bigger volume which can be ex- 
pected from World’s Fair attend- 
ance. The department stores are 
stocking up heavily against an- 
ticipated demand, and this has 
made business good with manu- 
facturers and suppliers whose 
buying is reflected in automobile 
sales. 

“Barring 


. 


some catastrophe 


was held, the | 


augmented | 
i by 17 new distributors and many | 


retail merchants in the Bay area | 


sult of visiting shoppers attracted | 





York | 
area have also had a taste of the | 


abroad which might result in war, | 


the outlook for spring and sum- 
mer activity in all lines is brighter 
than it has been in many months. 
As far as Graham is concerned, 
our dealers report excellent floor 


pects than they have had in their | 


files since early in 1937. 

“We have been running our fac- 
tory on a 5-day per week basis 
Practically without interruption 
since the early part of February, 

r}and indications are that this 

‘}schedule of operation will be re- 
quired indefinitely to fill dealers’ 
orders,” 


i 
| play and a better back-log of pros- | 





| Youngstown Car, Truck 
Sales Double °38 in Mar. 
: YOUNGSTOWN, 0O.— Definite 
indications that the Mahoning 
| Valley is “coming out of the 
'}slump” were given this week, 
When it was revealed that im- 
|} Portant business indices showed 
Sains over last year. 

In March, 703 new passenger 
tars and 67 new trucks were sold 
‘ompared to 299 new automobiles 
nd 31 new trucks in March, 1938 


To feel the pulse of the industry, Co 
t A 


tent readir of Automotive Ne 
* necessity 


| 


| totaled $42,157,269, slightly under 
the January total but well ahead 
of last February, when new car 
financing amounted to $34,224,063. 
Used car financing in February 
totaled $39,330,142, against $38,- 
763,763 in January and $34,963,- 
493 in February of 
classified financing in February of 
this year was $427,451, above both 
January of this year and February 
of last. 

The total number of motor ve- 
hicles involved in financing opera- 
tions in February, according to the 


census bureau compilation, was | 


209,512, which compares with 206,- 
239 in January and 180,953 for last 
February. The two months’ total 
for this year thus amounts to 415,- 
751 cars against 356,245 in the 
corresponding period of 1938. 


1938. Un- | 








PROMOTED. K. M. Chase, left, manager of Chevrolet’s Pacific Coast region 
since 1934, who last week was named regional manager for the Atlantic Coast 
region. F. N. Phelps, right, for past two years assistant regional manager on 
Pacific Coast in charge of used cars, who will succeed Chase as Pacific Coast 
regional manager. 








Car Financing Takes a Big Spurt Over Year ‘Ago 


|Retatl Total Hits $81,914,862; 
Wholesale at $128,377,086 


‘| Bill Regulating 
Sales-Financing 
Rejected in Md. 


ANNAPOLIS, Md.—Following a 
public hearing on House Bill 414 
proposing the regulatory licensing 
of motor vehicle dealers and sales- 
finance companies, the Maryland 
legislature rejected the bill but 
adopted in lieu thereof a joint 
resolution calling for a complete 
probe of time sales-financing. 

The decision was in line with 
the suggestion made at the hear- 
ing by the Automobile Manu- 
facturers Assn., which cited the 
opposition of motor vehicle manu- 
facturers to dealer regimentation. 

The measure, House Joint Reso- 
lution 39, after a preamble refer- 
ring to alleged abuses in retail 
sales-financing, stipulates that 
“the subject of sales on instalment 
selling be investigated by the 
legislative council. 





THUNDEROUS NEWS 


FOR ADVERTISERS 


As startling and powerful as a bolt of light- 
ning, a great new force descends on the adver- 
tising world. 


Shattering records and precedents, ‘Farm 


Journal and Farmer’s Wife” 
greatest rural magazine in history. 


appears as the 


A publication for the entire farm family —the 
largest paid subscription list of any magazine! 


A country magazine — the seventh largest 
national magazine in America. 


A rural monthly — with the most timely, 
news-conscious editorial content of all mass 


magazines— four days from writer to reader! 


A publication which delivers rural consumers 
in the same huge blocks and at the same low 
cost heretofore available only in urban markets. 


“Farm Journal and Farmer’s Wife” 


carries 


the intense interest, the active readership, the 
loyal following of both men and women. For in 
joining two great publications, it has joined the 
editorial vitality, the proved personnel, the 
very cover and contents of both publications. 


America’s biggest national advertisers are 
welcoming the thunderous arrival of this new 
advertising force. 


FARM 


JOURNAL 


ens VA if oe 


Graham Patterson, Publisher 


Washington Square, 


PHILADELPHIA 


America’s Largest Mail-Delivered Circulation 








8 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1939 





37% of Road C 


Bement Retraces 
% e 
Route to Fair 
In New Skylark 

DETROIT.—Austin F. Bement, 
of Grace & Bement, advertising 
agency handling the Hupmobile 
account, will start Sunday from 
Detroit to drive to San Francisco 
in a Hupp Skylark, retracing 2 
route he followed when he and 
Henry B. Joy, then president of 
the Lincoln Highway Assn. and 
also president of Packard, drove 
to the Panama-Pacific Exposition 
in San Francisco. 

At that time Bement was vice- 
president of the Lincoln Highway 
Assn., as he is today. This was in 
1915 and the roads were so bad 
it took 22 days to make the trip, 
averaging less than 130 miles a 
day. 

Bement has 


two reasons for 


making the drive—he wants to 
see the improvement made in the 





soceconaes 


S. L. DAVIS, president of the Hupp Motor Car Corp., wishes A. F. Bement. 
vice-president of the Lincoln Highway Assn.. good luck on his trip in the 
latest official Lincoln Highway car, the new Hupp Skvlark, as the latter leaves 
Detroit for a final inspection run over the completed route which now con- 
nects the two World’s Fairs in New York and San Francisco. 





Lincoln Highway, which he helped|to hold meetings with Hupp dis- 
lay out, and also to test the first 
of a new series put out by Hupp, 
the Skylark. He estimates that he 
will make the trip in five days, 


driving by easy stages, with stops’ Skylark. 


ver and Salt Lake City. At each 





— | other 


Provides 1,402,000 Man-Hours 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — A survey of 
employment and costs in relation- 
ship to road building projects has 
been made by the U. S. bureau 
of public roads, and perhaps the 
most significant fact revealed in 
the entire study is that approxi- 
mately 37 cents out of every dol- 
lar spent on highway construction 
goes into the pay envelopes of 
workers employed at the site. 
According to the survey, about 
35 cents is spent for materials and 
the remainder—approximately 28 
cents out of each dollar—covers 
costs, including rentals of 
road machinery, taxes, insurance 


tributors in Chicago, Omaha, Den- and profits. 


The bureau notes that wage 


of these stops the distributors will| earners employed at the site of 
get their first peeks at the new/|the project receive approximately 
| 40 cents out of every dollar spent 





T’S no trade secret that a clean used 


car fetches a higher resale price. And 


you know from experience that a car 
upholstered with “Breathing Back” 
Modern Velvet keeps its original 
“showroom complexion” long after the 
mileage reading has reached fat figures. 


In addition this fine fabric is so 
durable that it practically eliminates 


stered with velvet. 


trimmed with durable Modern Velvet. 


The way to increase the number of 
those cars you take in is to boost the 
number of new cars you sell uphol- 


Specify Modern Velvet for all your 
1939 cars. Its silky-soft, luxurious 
surface will help you sell the new 





upholstery reconditioning 
costs from your used car 
operations. 


So you win two ways every 
time you take in a car 





cars. And its durability 
will boost your used car 
profits when those cars 
back to you at 
trade-in time. 


come 


COLLINS & AIKMAN CORPORATION 


200 MADISON AVENUE 


« NEW YORK CITY 





in grading and drainage work: 
about 35 cents out of each dollar 
of construction cost in bituminous 
paving; 31 cents in bridge con- 
struction work, and nearly 27 
cents in concrete paving. For al] 
types of road work combined 
hourly wages of all workers em- 
ployed, regardless of skill, aver- 
aged about 46 cents. The highest 
average, 51.7 percent, was paid on 
bridge construction jobs. 

The immense importance of 
road building as an employment 
factor is strikingly revealed by 
the survey which shows that total 
employment created both at the 
site of construction and away from 
the site is estimated at 1,402,000 
man-hours of work for each $]1,- 
000,000 expended. The greatest 
volume of employment at the site 
of construction per $1,000,000 of 
expenditure is said to be provided 
by bituminous paving and grad- 
ing and drainage projects. The 
greatest volume of indirect em- 
ployment away from the site is 
found to be provided by bridge 
building and concrete paving. 

Many workers are employed in 
steel mills, cement plants, saw- 
mills, gravel and stone quarries, 
mines and factories to produce the 
materials and equipment used in 
highway construction. The labor 
time involved in production of 
materials away from the site of 
the project per $1,000,000 spent 
amounts to about 684,000 man- 
hours in bridge building as against 
619,000 man-hours in concrete 
paving; 601,000 in bituminous 
paving, and 573,000 in grading and 
drainage work. 


Federal Truck 
Volume Shows 


Sharp Upturn 


DETROIT.—A sharp upturn in 
both orders and shipments is re. 
ported by K. M. Schaefer, gen- 
eral sales manager, Federal Mo- 
tor Truck Co. 

“Our March orders were 18 
percent above February orders 
and 10 percent above March, 
1938,” said Schaefer. He added 
that March shipments, due to 
completion of a large volume of 
the new 34-ton models, were up 
152 percent over February, and 15 
percent over March, 1938. 

“From the standpoint of domes- 
tic orders, our March business was 
the best we have enjoyed since 
April, 1937,” said Schaefer, “and 
from the standpoint of shipments 
the best month since June, 1937.” 
Schaefer said that as a result of 
the upturn, Federal entered April 
with a large bank of unfilled or- 
ders. Some departments are now 
working 542 days a week and will 
continue until the company has 
caught up with spring demand. 


Pa. Motorists Fear Plan 


To Up Fuel Tax a Cent 

HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)— 
The 1935 five-mill franchise tax 
on foreign corporations has been 
ruled invalid in Dauphin county 
court by Judge William M. Har- 
gest, ruling in a suit brought by 
Columbia Gas and Electric Co. 
_ As a result of the decision there 
is talk of additional taxation on 
motorists by placing another cent 
on gasoline, which would make 
the total state tax five cents, with 
a federal one-cent tax added. An 
appeal to the decision was filed 
with the state supreme court and 
will probably be heard sometime 
in May. 





Requires Driver License 
KANSAS CITY.—The recent Kansas 


| legislature passed a law requiring all 


Kansas motor car drivers to buy neW 
drivers’ license next July 1. It wil 
cost 40 cents and be good for tw 
vears. The law will turn about $3800, 
000 into the highway fund 
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To Produce 2,500,000 Cars 


pecial to Automotive News | 
WASHINGTON, — The automo- 
jie manufacturing industry in 
938 employed 305,000 workers, 
ne weekly payroll averaging $8,- 
50,000, and 2,500,000 cars were 
yoduced, a U. S. bureau of labor 
fatistics survey shows. 

The study covers the years 1929, 
932, 1937 and 1938. In 1929, it is 
ound, 447,000 workers were em- 
joyed, payrolls averaged $14,- 
00,000 weekly, and 5,400,000 cars 
vere produced. In 1932, produc- 
jon dropped to 1,400,000 cars, the 
umber of workers was off to 


Willys-Overland 
Dealers Attend 
Meeting in N. Y. 


NEW YORK.—Joseph W. Fra- 
yr, president of Willys-Overland 
fotors, Inc., was the principal 
geaker at a spring sales meeting 
f Willys-Overland dealers in the 
New York, New Jersey and Con- 
wcticut area held by A. W. 
Pickett, distributor, here. 

At the meeting the new Speed- 
vay Special model was announced 
id plans laid for an active pro-| 
mam of newspaper advertising 
uring the months of April and; 
May. Over 150 dealers were | 
present. 
Sales of Willys-Overland cars|; 
or the first three months of this | 
var have shown better than a 100 | 
yreent increase over the same 
eriod for last year, according to 
Frazer. 

At the close of the meeting 
ealers were shown models of the 
ww Willys-Overland Speedway 
‘dan, the lowest priced sedan 
nodel now offered by any manu- 
facturer with de luxe features of 
quipment. 

Present at the meeting, from the | 
factory, were Frazer, J. R. Lake, | 
regional sales manager, and 
George Bryant, sales promotion 
manager. 


Stewart-Warner 


Re-elects Board 


CHICAGO.—The Stewart- 
Warner Corp. will show a profit 
of “somewhat more than $145,000” 
or the first quarter of 1939, J. S. 
Knowlson, chairman of the board, 
‘old Stewart-Warner stockholders 
at the annual meeting held April 
12 in Richmond, Va. 

The board of directors was re- 
‘lected for the ensuing year. Di- 
tectors are Irving S. Florsheim. 
8. J. Dunham, James S. Know!- 
on, J. E. Otis jr., Ralph M. Shaw. 
T. T. Sullivan, Gardiner Symonds. 
























Design Special Governor 


For Buses and Trucks 
DETROIT. — Noteworthy prog- 
tess in safe and economical opera- 
tion of buses and heavy-duty 
trucks is said to be made possible 
by a two- -speed mechanical gov- 


ffnor, developed by the Handy 
Governor division of. the King- 
Seeley Corp. 

The new governor is conven- 


lionally set to limit top speed of 
the motor to 1,800 r.p.m. but to 
also permit speeds of 2,200 to 2,300 
'p.m. in the lower-gear ratios. 
The speed change device is auto- 
matic and operates by cable from 
the transmission. An optional ad- 
ditional device operates a warn- 
ing signal inside the vehicle when- 
‘ver it is allowed to exceed a pre- 
determined speed, coasting 
down hill. 


safe 


LAUGH RIOT 
Of The Automobile Industry 
The 1939 
LAMPOON MAGAZINE 


Copies . . . $1.00 


4d 
(not less than 4 copies shipped) 
HANSER-LEVETOWN 


CORP. 
New York 


PUBLISHING 
45 West 45th St., 
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sCar Makers’ Weekly Payroll is $8,750,000 in 1938 


305,000 Workers Employed 


244,000, 
to $4,900,000. 

In 1937, the number of workers 
employed was 517,000 and weekly 
payrolls averaged $15,660,000, 
while production was up to 4,800,- 


| 000 cars. 


Thus while employment last 
year was off 41 percent as com- 
pared with 1937, it was consider- 
ably higher than in 1932, and 
while payrolls were down 44 per- 
cent as compared with 1937, they 
were up 78 percent against 1932. 

It is interesting to note that 
while 447,000 workers produced 
5,400,000 cars in 1929, a total of 
517,000 workers was required to 
produce 4,800,000 cars in 1937. 

Taking 1929 as a base figure of 
100, 1937 employment hit an in- 
dex of 116 and payrolls went to 
the 111 mark. In 1938, on that 
basis, employment was 68 and 
payrolls 62. 


Ws 


and the payrolls declined | 
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FIRING FIRST GUN in Nash’s second big sales campaign of 1939, Charles W. 
Abbott, president of Nash-Detroit Co., distributor, signs pledge for one of the 
largest quotas he has ever assumed. The campaign, which was launched this 
week by W. A. Blees, general sales manager of Nash Motors, will run through 
May and is expected to help boost Nash’s rapid sales pace that in March set 
a new 18-month high. Left to right, A. R. Boscow, Nash’s director of adver- 
tising; Howard Bauer, Nash-Detroit sales manager; Abbott, and Blees. 


program, which will completely re- 
vamp production facilities, is being 
started at the Berger Manufacturing 
division of Republic Steel Corp. here. 


Modernization Started 


CANTON, O.—An extensive modern 
ization and equipment re -arrangement 





In your $ 


Chanter Named 
Regional Manager 
For Studebaker 


SOUTH BEND.—Arthur J. 
Chanter, former president of the 
Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Co., has 
been named New England regional 
manager with headquarters in 
Boston, President Paul G. Hoffman 
announces. 

George E. Read, New England 
regional manager for several years, 
has been transferred to Pittsburgh 
in charge of the region there. 
Gerald M. Sullivan, assistant re- 
gional manager at Boston, has been 
sent to the Philadelphia branch. 
He had been in Boston 13 years. 

Chanter was with Studebaker 
from 1913 until 1928. When Stude- 
baker took over Pierce-Arrow, he 
went to that company at Buffalo 
and was president of the company 
until it.ceased operations. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 


she mond 04 6 4 


howroom | ) 





When you sell one of those shining new cars, you 
can promise the world, because they deliver the stuff. 

But the real test of that promise comes on the road. 

And so, more and more successful dealers are 
helping to keep their cars sold 365 days a year. 
Not by reselling them every time they see them, but, 
among other things, by providing an oil which assures 
top-notch performance and which their customers 
can readily accept as the best. 


That product is Insulated Havoline Motor Oil. 


INDIAN REFINING COMPANY, INDIANAPOLIS 
Affiliated with 


THE TEXAS COMPANY 


Here's the simple story: Your new cars that are 
built for power and efficiency and low operating 
cost, at times subject an oil to more heat than old 
fashioned oils can stand. Havoline is insulated to 
give complete protection to the faster-running en- 
gines of today. It's insulated against cold, too. It's 
also distilled so it won't form harmful carbon deposits. 

Any way you look at it, Insulated Havoline gives 
a better run for the money and helps keep your 


customers delighted with the car you sold them. 
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—mere $$$ 
for Dealers! 
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—more $88 


for Dealers! 








Detroit Dealer Gets 75% of Car Buyers for Service 
Expert Work Helps Sell ila 


New Cars 


DETROIT.—The importance of 
service to a new car dealer is 
forcibly demonstrated in the case 
of Glenn Motor Sales, Pontiac 
dealer here. 

Starting out in what he likes to 
call his “hole in the wall’ estab- 
lishment with the announcement 
of the 1935 models, Glenn Brozo, 
owner, retailed more than 80 new 
Pontiacs his first year. 

Coincident with the announce- 
ment of the 1939 Pontiacs last fall, 
Glenn Motor Sales moved to its 
present location at 15860 Grand 
River with a modern showroom 
with ample space for five cars and 
with complete service facilities. 
The firm delivered more than 100 
1939 Pontiacs the first three 
months this year of which half 
were eight-cylinder models. 

“Give customers good, honest 
service and satisfactorily adjust 
any legitimate complaints,” Brozo 
said, “and you will build a per- 
manent, successful dealership. We 
are as much service-minded as we 
are are sales- minded. More than 15 


for empire—but they have made and are making 
history in the battle for sales! Delco hydraulic 
shock absorbers have become an indispensable 


adjunct to the scheme of comfortable automotive 


During the Crimean War, at Balaklava, on October 25, 1854, the 
Light Brigade, consisting of the 4th and 13th Light Dragoons, 8th 
end 11th Hussers and 17th Lancers, made the famous charge 
which was later immortalized by Alfred Tennyson's famous poem. 


IRINDIES 


THAT MAKE SALES 


Delco rides haven't made history in the battle 


to Customers 


percent of our new car sales are 
made to customers who have liked 
our service work. About 75 per- 
cent of our owners keep coming 
back for service.” 


The growth of Glenn Motor 
Sales bears out Brozo’s belief. 


In his original “hole in the 
wall,’ Brozo employed only one 
mechanic, one salesman and one 
bookkeeper. Today in his new 
store he has four new car sales- 
men, a_ service manager, two 
bump men, three mechanics, one 
porter, one lubrication expert, one 
pick-up man, one used car man 
and a bookkeeper. 


His service department has fa- 
cilities for 40 cars at one time. 
Collision work is a feature of the 
Glenn shop, and he often has as 
many as half a dozen wreck jobs 
in the shop at one time. 


Equipment includes 
motor testing and 


complete 
combustion 


testing apparatus, collision equip- 
ment, latest type lubrication fa- 
cilities, wash rack, Kerrick steam 





































transportation . . . a natural result of Delco’s 


close cooperation with automotive engineers in 


their ceaseless and successful 


more and more comfort into the riding quality of 


their cars. 


efforts to put 





There is a patented Delco Hydraulic Shock 


Absorber for every type of springing and assem- 








| week in the state assembly by 
| William H. Goldthorpe. | 
HYDRAU LIC The attendants would be re- 
quired to give information, with- 
out pay, on all motor vehicles op- 
SHOCK ABSORBERS erated without proper license 
plates, license plates of foreign | 
cars, defaced motor or serial num- 
bers, etc 























bly: Single Acting, Double Acting, Parallel 
Cylinder, Direct Acting, Inertia Control, 
special applications for cars with Individual 
Wheel Suspension. 
General Motors Corporation, Dayton, Ohio. 


DELCO 
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COMPLETE AND MODERN service facilities feature the department of 
Glenn Motor Sales (Pontiac), Detroit, and have enabled this dealership to 
retain as service customers about 75 percent of the firm’s new car buyers. In 
addition, about 15 percent of service customers have purchased new Cars 
during the past year. 


cleaning and headlight testing ap- | 
paratus. 

The service department is un- 
der the management of H. Hart- 
mann, a veteran from one of the 
largest factory branches in the 
city. 

Glenn Motor Sales maintains a 
complete stock of Pontiac parts 
and accessories. A full-time pick- 


up and delivery service is main- 
| tained. The firm services al] makes 
of cars, and at all times has sev- 
eral jobs in the shop for other 

makes of cars than Pontiac. Cus- 
tomer labor sales the first month 
| in his new shop equaled the total 
for the entire 1938 model year in 
the old shop. 


U.S. Tire Dealers 
Hear Plans for 


Sales in Summer 


DETROIT.—Summer tire adver- 
| tising and sales campaign plans, to 
| be undertaken by more than 33,000 
| independent United States tire 
| dealers throughout the nation, were 

‘outlined this week at the annual 
district spring sales conference of 
| tire dealers, held at the Book- 
Cadillac Hotel. 

Dealers and members of their 
tire sales staffs from Detroit, Pon- 
tiac, Flint, Saginaw, Port Huron, 
Jackson, and several other points, 
attended the meeting. 

H. O. Bock, divisional sales man- 
ager, United States Tire Dealers 
Corp., presided. H. N. Hawkes, of 
New York, general sales manager, 
United States Tire Dealers Corp., 
spoke at the meeting. 


Alemite to Exhibit 
At New York Fair 


CHICAGO.—The latest in Ale- 
mite lubrication equipment will be 
dramatically demonstrated at the 
World’s Fair in New York, accord- 
ing to C. A. Fine, Alemite division 
sales manager for the Stewart- 
Warner Corp. 

Fine, who returned recently 
from an extended business tour 
through the eastern and southeast- 
ern states, during which he visited 
Alemite distributors, reported that 
according to present plans the 
complete Alemite lubrication sys- 
tem and equipment will be shown 
at the fair. 

Detailed demonstrations of the 
Alemite system, in a typical car 
of American manufacture, will 
form part of an industrial exhibit, 
it is reported. A complete installa- 
tion of 1939 Alemite lubricating 
equipment will be set up on the 
fair grounds and put to practical 
use by at least one large fleet 
operator. 


Bill Seeks Weekly Data 
From Service Stations 
MADISON, Wis.—A bill requir- 
ing service station operators and 
highway grade attendants to pro- 
vide weekly reports to the secre- 


and 


Delco Products Division, 


tary of state was introduced this | 


$n 


W yo. Gets Right 
To Inspect Cats 
For Equipment 


CHEYENNE, Wyo. — The state 
highway department after May | 
will have the authority to sus. 
| pend the license of any automo- 
| bi deemed unfit for use on 

i roads and to require 


bile 
Wyoming 
that vehicles be checked to make 
them safe for operation. 

Under the provisions of the new 
traffic code which becomes effec. 





tive next month, “the superin- 
tendent and such officers and em- 
ployes of the department and such 
other police officers as the super- 
intendent may require the driver 
of a vehicle to stop and submit 
each vehicle and its equipment to 
an inspection and such test with 
reference thereto as may be ap- 
propriate. The superintendent may 
order the suspension of the reg- 
istration of any vehicle which he 
determines is in such unsafe con- 
dition as to constitute 
to safety.” 

The same section of the bulky 
law passed by this year’s legisla- 
ture also provides that all vehicles 
operating on Wyoming highways 
be equipped with adequate brakes, 
horns, mufflers, 
rear vision mirrors. 
except motorcycles, must have 
brakes “adequate to control the 
movement of and to stop and 
hold,” including two separate 
means of application, each effec- 
tive enough 
pendently. 


a menace 


windshields and 
All vehicles, 


to operate inde- 


School Bus Bill OK’d 


LINCOLN, Neb.—The public works 
committee of the Nebraska legislature 
last week approved a bill which pro 
vides that all school buses in Ne- 
braska shall be painted red, white and 
blue, and the measure has been placed 
on general file. 
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GOOD GRADES 


MADE EASIER WITH NICKEL 





A most versatile piece of motorized 
equipment for road maintenance— 
the motor grader—is finding an 
ever-increasing market in_ state 
highway departments and _ con- 
tractors. Among the uses for this 
type of machine are heavy grad- 
ing, high back sloping, ditching, 
scarifying, road mix work, and 
more recently, snow removal. De- 
mand today is for rugged equip- 
ment which will tackle toughest 
jobs without fear of failure or 
breakdown. Prominent producer of 
dependable machines of this type 
is the J. D. Adams Co., Indian- 
apolis. Adams supplies two Diesel- 
powered graders for this type of 
service. Through years of experi- 
ence, the Adams organization has 
assured performance by specifying 
Nickel alloy steels for all highly 
stressed parts. Nickel alloy steels 
are used for crankshafts of the two 
Diesels, for clutch, gears and clutch 
shafts. The rear axle assembly. 
said to be the most powerful used 
in any motor grader, is built almost 
entirely of Nickel alloy steels. Fi- 


nally, the Ross cam and _ lever 
steering gear, the type used for 
|heavy duty motor trucks, relies 
upon tough, long wearing Nicke 


alloys in princl- 
pal 


working 
parts. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
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Score of Measures Deal 


With Automotive Industry 


special to Automotive News 
HARRISBURG, Pa.—(UTPS)- 

4 total of 276 bills were submitted 
n the Pennsylvania house on 











4 Repeal the 1937 law which out- 
lawed company-paid deputy 
sheriffs. 

f Curb the authority of the Pub- 








| 


| 
| 
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Rush of Last-Minute Bills Floods Penna. Legislature 





yume | GM Retail Sales 





| totaled 


Reach 142,062 
During March 


NEW YORK. — March sales of 
General Motors cars and trucks 
from all sources of manufacture 
182,652 compared with 





) ni ht, origin: y se as . j | ° 
§ [Monday a , a oe SS °Y lic Utility Commission and | 109,555 in March a year ago. Sales 
the deadline for submission of pro- | a ee : 
her than appropriations | “tone down” provisions of the 1937 in February were 153,886. 
l { posals ot appropriation : 7 t first three 
1 ynd revenue raisers, and addi- | law under which it regulates util- Total sales for the irs - ar 
tat tional new measures continued to | ity companies. ee Sai Skat te = 
v1 pour in the following day us the | @ Make major changes in the 1936 Sales to dealers in the United 
sus deadline was extended. i unemployment compensation| GENERAL MOTORS “Parade of Progress” Exposition received its 6,000,000th| —1.+.- totaled 142.743 in March 
“= | Among these bills, in addition | act including provision for reduc- | Visitor in Knoxville, Tenn., where it just closed its 159th consecutive showing : ance mn 4 ? 
mo- |, a number offered late last week, ti - 1 5 ts in| @,over three years of continuous operation. William H. Roger, a Knoxville | compared with 76,142 in March a 
on than a score of measures ion OF employer assessments 1 | boilermaker, is shown at left beside radio receiver, a gift commemorating his | year ago. Sales in February were 
ire | 7C more thé s Nee Sjevent the job-insurance pool be-| visit. The radio is held by John Atley, of Milford. Mich., exposition reception-| 415 999° 
ake | ftecting the automotive industry. | comes overly large compared to| ist; John M. Jerpe, exposition director, appears in center. £££ £888 = | " Gi 4, gealers for the first 
ad tues tie wack _: anticipated benefit disbursements. general fund for use in meeting| Arthur H. James in his budget | three mention of 1939 totaled 377,- 
1ew with the administration’s program Sponsored by Robert E. Wood-| various general government ex-|message and leaves nearly $30,- | 597 compared with 196,851 for the 
fec- oe the present legislature, tenta- side jr., chairman of the house] penses for the next two months. 000,000 temporarily diverted from | same three months of 1938. ‘ 
rin- tively set to end May 15 but | 2PPropriations committee, the ad- | Provision is made for repayment | highway work until the Common- Sales to consumers in the United 
M- | which in all probability will run ministration introduced a bill to|of the motor license fund money | wealth can sell some of the $175,- | States totaled 142,062 in March 
uch ‘nto June make another temporary transfer | before Sept. 1. 000,000 of tax anticipation notes | compared with 100,022 in March 
er- | Meanwhile the administration’s | "0m the motor license fund. The| The pending transfer completes | scheduled to be authorized by the | a year ago. Sales in February were 
ver | ight emergency tax bills, includ- | ™¢asure transfers $3,885,000 to the ‘the program outlined by Gov.| legislature. 83,251. 
mit |. ; ATi a ae 7 
ing an emergency gasoline tax 
10 | stimated to yield $28,640,000 dur- 
am. 1 the next biennium, are being pant i Re Paver 
- held up in the senate to permit c=. ; 
a discussion of possible amendments. 
. Among the major bills carrying 
hong majority endorsement were those 
\, | 10: 
- Eliminate nearly all the bene- { 
Iky fit increases written into the i 
Ja- | Workmen’s compensation law by 
Jes | the 1937 legislature; leaving maxi- ' 
ays | mum weekly benefits for total dis- ! 
es | ability at $18; scaling down other 
nq | ‘liberalizing” amendments inserted t 
es, | the last two years. : a a 
we ]9 Repeal outright the 1937 sup- WATCH NEWSWEEK 
the plement which extended work- t 
ind} men’s compensation to occu- 7 
ate | pational diseases. i ‘| f igh - 
EC Drastically revise the labor re- } "GS = !! J — 
le- lations act, making changes that i /-* an 
include legalizing of employer ; ill Sas pif 
petitions for collective bargaining eae , a ——— 
elections and investigations by the wr; ee ee 
board of labor disputes, and re- raed 
rks | quiring union officials to be U. S. 
ure | citizens. j 
: | 
nd ‘ 
“!lowa Assn. Bill , 
== 3 ow. 
Seeking Stronger 
_ ; 
7 a 
a| Dealer Licensing 
a DES MOINES, Ia.—(UTPS). Bn Sa ee 
Four bills, sponsored by the Iowa , Teo es & é: oe 
Automobile Dealers Assn., have ; 
been passed unanimously by the = 
lowa house of representatives, 
FL which virtually assures senate 
Passage, it is announced by Wal- 
ter Ferrell, of Des Moines, secre- . ? ? T ICE | . ae? 
al Geecheneas af tae adteatention. THERE IS SIGNIFICANCE IN NEWSWEEK’S 
= One bill changes the mechanic : : J : N IVERTISING NAGE 
in | lien law, which now provides that MARCH GAIN OF 101% It Al ERT! ING LINAGE. 
te | Sarages have a lien upon a re- lor the first quarter of this year Newsweek's gain 1s 90%. 
n- | Paired motor vehicle for only the 
is | time the vehicle is in their pos- 5 ° 
is ' ; 
j- | Session, to allow the garage to hold Every month this year, Newsweek has led all other magazines by 
such li r 90 rs after it : ; - . . ‘ 
. ‘ieee a ee — § chalking up the biggest per cent gain of any publication .. . in fact, 
| The present dealer license law -ewsweek’s been ringing the bell with advertising increases month 
)- | IS also being amended to more Newsweek s been =e * : S oe 
st definitely establish what is and after month and every month, since last July! 
yr _—_ is not a “place of business. 
f also allows the license depart- a - r , 
; ment a period of not to ce 30 Salient among the many reasons for Newsweek’s notable forward 
is ays for investigation of the ap- teal Bs : . CP Ste ience j ‘ 
‘ plicant Le a cody tear march, is the excellence of its —- now numbering more than 
f | license permit. 330,000 above-average, articulate families. 
- Another bill amends the retail = BS 
s | Sales tax law to make admin- ; / s P 
g| istrative Rule 52, which eliminates 69% are business executives and professional people... men and 
y | Pyramiding taxation of used-car- ° Sah ae 2 Sita “Ne ; 
, | trade-ins, a part of the sales tax women of prominence and prestige in their communities. Their own 
o| and the use tax act, thereby elimi- extensive purchasing is multiplied many times by the buying of 
h | nating future controversy. : 7 
: Another taxation law will elimi- those they influence. 
] _ assessors assessing cars on 
ri ealers’ lists as personal property Watch Newsweek 


Such assessment assesses double 
taxation on cars sold and placed 
under individual license plates, 
sometimes the next day after the 





assessor has listed them THE MAGAZINE oO F NEWS SIGNIFICANCE 
Wanted Immediately H.W. Prentis, Jr., President of Armstrong Cork Company, says 

Aggressive road man, young single, of Newsweek: “IT have been following the progress ot Newsweek 

free to travel entire country, for auto | with keen interest. Its general style appeals to me greatly.” 


manufacturer. Send full facts. photo, 


references, salary desired. Box 192, 
Automotive News, 527 New Center 
Bldg., Detroit, Mich. 
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WHEN A MAN BUYS 


115 HUDSONS 
HE MUST AWW THEYRE GooD! 


ADOrTIOMAL 
1%4 
MILE 


Every new 1939 Hudson pur- 
chased by the Radio Cab Com- 
pany is equipped with AIR- 
FOAM seat cushions. Airfoam is 
a new material of wonderful 
softness. Tiny interconnecting 
air cells literally “breathe” as 
your body moves up and down, 
providing unmoecched comfort. 
Airfoam is standard in many 
Hudson models; available in all. 


HEN a man places one order for 115 cars, he picks the 

make he &vow’s will give him the biggest money’s 
worth. And that’s why Peter Theodore, President of Radio 
Cab Company, Detroit, chose Hudsons when he added 115 
new taxicabs to his fleet. 


That’s why the Cleveland Automobile Club, too, chose 
Hudson when it bought a fleet of 14 cars to be used in a 
Driver Training Course for high school students. That’s why 
the Checker Cab Company of Columbia, S. C., the Yellow 
Cab Company of Billings, Montana and the Police Depart- 
ments of Salem, Oregon and Huntington, N. Y., have re- 
cently purchased fleets of 1939 Hudsons. 


MORE CAR FOR THE MONEY 
in every popular price class! 


When organizations like these buy Hudsons in fleet lots, 
you can be sure that they have satisfied themselves, through 
careful comparison and actual experience, that Hudson 
gives them greatest value at lowest cost. It is evidence, too, 
of the growing public acceptance which, in many territo- 
ries, has enabled Hudson dealers to sell more cars already 
than during the entire 1938 model year! 


Right now is the time to investigate Hudson’s “Better 
Deal for Dealers.” Find out about Hudson’s broader mar- 
ket coverage. (There’s a big, powerful Hudson in every 
popular price class, including the lowest.) Find out why 
the Hudson franchise is recognized as the most progressive 
and liberal in the industry. A wire or letter will bring you 
complete information ... in strict confidence, of course. 


HUDSON MOTOR CAR COMPANY « DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


{Cae HUDSON |, 
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) mpare LOWEST PRICED 


SEE HOW MUCH cede AND HUDSON PRICES START 
DOWN AMONG AMERICA’S LOWEST 
YOU GET INA 


*Delivered in Detroit, 


THAN IN ANY OF THE OTHER THREE. 

















cluding Federal taxes, 
not including state and 
local taxes, if any. Low 
time payment terms, 
with new Hudson- 
C.LT. Plan. Prices sub- 
ject to change without 
notice. Weather- Master 
Fresh Air and Heat 
Control available in 
all models at slight 
extra cost. 


































More Rear Seat Room! 
(measured at shoulder position) 
GarA .« «6 « « SOM. 


CarB ... «-Szsm 
CarG . . » »- eae 
HUDSON . 56 in. 
























More Luggage Room! 
CarA .. . 18% cu. ft. 
CarB .. . W4cu. ff. 
CarC .. . 17% cu. ft. 
HUDSON 20% cu. ft. 


More Room Inside Body! 
CarA . . 140% cu. ft. 
CarB .. , 127 cw. ft. 
CarC .. . 146 cu. ft. 
HUDSON 155 cu. ft. 


More Front Seat Room! 
CarA .. . 50% in. 
Gare. «i: .« « 3am 
CG 6.1 ss OM 
HUDSON. 55 in. 


























More Power To Weight! 
IN HUDSON EACH H.P./ 
PULLS ..... 31.5 Ibs.! 
InCarA.... 32.9 Ibs. ) 
In CorB.... 34.2 Ibs. 
InCarC.... 35.6 ibs.) 


This is Standard! Handy Shift, up at 
the steering wheel 
is standard, at NO 
EXTRA COST in 
all Hudson passen- 
ger cars. Only Car 
C has anything like 
it as standard. 





More Efficient Motor! 
Lowest Priced Hudson Is: 
27% More Efficient Than Car A 
24% More Efficient Than Car B 
20% More Efficient Than Car C 
































































Only HUDSON Has 
Double-Safe Hydraulics! 


Only HUDSON Has 
Dash-Locking Safety Hood! 


No wind can 
blow it open 
and it locks from 
lever inside car. 
With a locked 
car, no one can 
touch anything 
under the hood. 












Only HUDSON Has 


Auto-Poise Control! 


(Patent applied for) 
The revolutionary 
mechanical safety 
invention that helps 
keep wheels on their 
true course, even if 
a tire blows! 





Wider Vision! 

Windshield Width 
CarA ....- 43ia. 
CarB .... 48in. 
CarC .... 44in. 


HUDSON . 52% in. 















Bendix 
Hydraulics. 
2. Mechanical emergency brake, 
working from same foot pedal. 

3. Easiest acting hand brake. 




















































AMAZING ECONOMY! Deeper Frame! Harder Motor Block! HIGH RESALE VALUE! 
: ea Depth of Frame CarA... . . tron Alloy Cars with features ahead of 
Owners report 20 to 24 miles Side Members CarB . . . . . Iron Alloy Perl as ioian top abies in 










per gallon of gas—proved 
better than the “other three” 
in hundreds of side-by-side 
tests. And no oil added be- 
tween regular changes. 


Cara. « « « SS Th: 
CarB .. . 43% in. 
ere « « we « 6 in. 


HUDSON ... 7%in. 


trade. That’s why used cars 
built by Hudson 2, 3 and 4 
years ago command above- 
average resale prices today. 
And that’s why your 1939 
Hudson—with many more 
new features not found in 
other cars—will be a pre- 
ferred value at resale time. 


CarC. . . . . tron Alloy 
HUDSON . . High Chrome Alloy 


Hardest, longest wearing cylin- 
der block on any car built today. 
No valve inserts needed. 
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Car shown is new Hudson 112 De Luxe Touring Sedan, $806* 


| Sel? lemericas Sapett Cae HUDSON 
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THE Mandard 
THERMOSTAT 





The quick warm-up that 
makes full power avail- 
able almost instantly ... 
the better lubrication .. . 
the higher efficiency of the 
modern engine and accom- 
panying fuel economy... 
all may be directly credited 
to the automatic control of 
engine temperatures—and 


Sylphon Thermostats. 


The research and experi- 
ence ofthe originatorsofthe 
Sylphon Bellows and the 
pioneers and leaders in its 
application to temperature 
control—are reflected in 
the high standards of qual- 
ity and dependability of 
Sylphon Automotive Ther- 
mostats. That is why they 
are preferred by leading 


automobile manufacturers. 


THE FULTON SYLPHON 


ee Ue 
KNOXVILLE, TENN. 
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New Wis. Bills Affect License, Registration 


Reduced Fees 


Asked on Cars; 
Act Is Clarified 


Special to Automotive News 

MADISON, Wis.—A_ standard 
drivers’ license bill, carrying the 
support of various police officials, 
has been introduced in the senate 
by Joseph E. McDermid. 


Among the requirements of the 
new bill not contained in the pres- 
ent drivers’ law, which was en- 
acted in 1927, is a provision for 
re-licensing of all drivers on or 
before Jan. 1, 1940, and every 
three years thereafter. 


Only new drivers or persons 
whose licenses have been revoked 
or suspended would be required 
to pass driving tests, eye tests and 
oral examinations on the traffic 
laws. 


The financial responsibility pro- 
visions of the present law have 
been rewritten and clarified, pro- 
viding for the suspension of driv- 
ers’ licenses whenever civil judg- 
ments are ordered as the result of 
negligent operation of motor ve- 
hicles. Licenses may be restored 
in such cases upon filing of satis- 
factory proof of financial respon- 
sibility. 

The proposed bill provides for 
a uniform fee of 25 cents for li- 
cense renewals. 


The assembly on Apr. 10 passed 
the Kiefer bill, No. 49, A, which 
extends the automobile registra- 
tion period from Feb. 1 to Apr. 1. 
The measure now goes to the sen- 
ate for action. 


Two other bills relating to auto- 
mobile registration have been in- 
troduced in the assembly. One, 
No. 587, A, by John T. Kostuck, 
would reduce the annual license 
fee for automobiles. 


The second bill, No. 589, A, by 
E. J. Larson, provides that all 
automobile registrations shall ex- 
pire on the 30th of June each 
year. After May 31, applicants for 
registration would be given a 
number of the succeeding fiscal 
year, which would serve as a 
registration for the balance of the 
current fiscal year. 


> 
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THREE GENERATIONS of Fords. Henry Ford, his son, Edsel, and Edsel’s 
son, 22-year-old Henry Ford II, were caught by the cameraman when they met 
in New York to inspect the Ford Motor Co.’s exposition at the New York 
World’s Fair. Henry Ford came on direct from Detroit for the reunion; Edsel 
stopped off on his way north from Florida, and Henry Ford II (left) came 


down from Yale where he is assistant manager of the varsity crew. 








Compulsory Insurance Bills 


Pending in Nine States 


NEW YORK. — Twenty-four 
compulsory automobile insurance 
bills were introduced in the legis- 
latures of 12 states this year, but 
adjournments have reduced the 
number still under consideration, 
according to reports here. 

Such bills were still pending at 
this writing in the legislatures of 
California, Connecticut, Maine, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, New York, 
Ohio, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania. 
Observers doubted, however, that 
any of these were likely to be en- 
acted. 

Also pending in the Pennsyl- 
vania legislature was a bill to 


Warner Elected Head 


Of Machine Specialty 
ANN ARBOR, Mich.—The Ma- 
chine Specialty Co., manufactur- 
ers of hardened and ground parts 
for automobiles, has elected B. H. 
Warner, of Detroit, president and 
general manager and a member of 
the board of directors. 
Warner was production man- 
ager of two Studebaker plants in 
Detroit from 1912 to 1928. 


create a state automobile insur- 
ance fund, and a measure provid- 
ing for appointment of a com- 
mittee to study the entire subject 
of automobile insurance. 


Reported to have been killed in 
the North Carolina legislature was 
a bill which would have required 
each motorist to pay an ad- 
ditional 30 cents for licenses to 
provide revenue for a fund to pay 
hospital expenses of persons in- 
jured in traffic accidents. 


Financial responsibility bills are 
reported to have been enacted into 
law in four states, Idaho, Kansas, 
North Dakota and Washington. All 
of these are said to be modeled 
after the uniform motor vehicle 
safety responsibility act. Similar 
bills were introduced in the legis- 
latures of Georgia, South Carolina, 
Utah and Wyoming. 


It is further reported that new 
guest laws were proposed in nine 
states but none passed. Such bills 
are reported to have been killed 
in Arizona, Georgia, Tennessee 
and West Virginia, where legis- 
latures have adjourned. 
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busy erecting tents . . . staking out 


that humble beginning has emerged today’s Sales Oppor- 
tunity No. 1. . . Oklahoma City, the center of the great 


Southwest. 


Oklahoma City’s first newspaper was printed two weeks 
Its press was housed in a 


after the city’s founding. 


partially completed frame building . . . 
materials were scattered about in tents. 
start were developed the dominant morning, evening and 


THE DAILY 
OKLAHOMA 


@ On the morning of April 22, 1889, Oklahoma City 
consisted of a group of seven buildings surrounding a 
Santa Fe water tank. By nightfall, 6,000 settlers were 
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AZUNGRHURT Y YEARS! 


“~~ 


a new city. From 


cumstances, 
time. 
type and other 

From such a 


Sunday newspapers of the Southwest . . 
homan and Times. 
No other city was founded under such dramatic cir- 





. The Okla- 


No city has advanced as far in so short a 
No city looks forward to such a brilliant future. 
And certainly no city faces its future with the support 
of such an active and conscientious force for its advance- 
ment as The Daily Oklahoman and Oklahoma City Times. 


OKLAHOMAN 
CITY TIMES 


PUBLISHED BY THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPANY 
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Ford 


(Continued from Page 4) 


| commenting on details that even 
well-trained engineers might over- 
look. He was especially pleased 
with the educational theme that 
runs through all his company’s 
»xhibits. He never has forgotten 
his own visit, as a young man, to 
the Chicago Fair of 1893. Here 
in exhibit of a crude pump, 
operated by a gasoline engine, 
gave him inspiration for his own 
Ford motor. 

Ford was especially intrigued by 
the mechanism which slowly re- 
volves the huge “Ford Cycle of 
Production” turntable. This turn- 
table is 100 feet in diameter and 
together with the scores of ani- 
mated exhibits it supports it 
weighs 150 tons. Yet because the 
turntable is ingeniously floated on 
a pontoon in a giant tank of 
water, it draws its entire power 
from a two-horsepower motor. 

“And a one-horsepower motor 
would run it just as well,” com- 
mented Ford as he left the build- 
ing and headed for a Georgia 
vacation. 


Studebaker Adds 
85 New Dealers 
To Its Roster 


SOUTH BEND.—Geo. D. Keller, 
vice-president in charge of sales of 
the Studebaker Corp., this week 
announced the appointment of 85 
new Studebaker dealers during 


March. The new dealers are: 
ARKANSAS — Manila, Russell C. Fleeman: 
West Memphis, G. G. Whitmore. CALIFORNIA— 
Oakland, Sequoia Motor Co.; Redwood City, Red 
wood Motor Sales; San Bernardino, Motor Dis- 
tributing Co. CONNECTICUT—Meriden, John J. 
Scanlon, Inc. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA—Wash 
ington, McKee Service Center. FLORIDA — 
Arcadia, South Florida Motor Co.; Ft. Myers, 
South Florida Motor Co.; Haines City, Stalnaker 
Motor Co.; Melbourne, Service Center; Sanford, 
Pat Morris Agency. IDAHO—Rupert, Burson 
Auto Co.; Shelley, Universal Motor Co. 
ILLINOIS—Atkinson, Atkinson Implement (o.; 
Chicago, Belmont Motors: Dupo, Dupo Motor 
Co.; Farmer City, F. M. Stutzman & Son; Galva, 
Towsend Motor Sales; Hinsdale, Bokelkamp 
Motors; Litchfield, Cox Motor Sales; Villa Grove, 
E. Soard Company. INDIANA—Bedford, Dyer & 
Hopkins; Chesterton, Harvil Auto Service; Indian 
apolis, Roy Gale Motors, Inc.; Mishawaka, S and 
F Auto Sales, Inc.; Scottsburg, Liberty Garage: 
Rolling Prairie, Louis Joers. IOWA—Cedar Falls, 
Boslough Motors; Colesburg, Bob Collins Motor 
Sales; De Witt, De Witt Implement Co 
KANSAS—Atchison, Merritt Motor Sales; Mer 
riam, Jackman Motors. MAINE—Rumford, Rum 
ford Motor Mart. MARYLAND—Baltimore, Dun- 
dalk Ave. Service Station. MASSACHUSETTS— 


Malden, Biltmore Garage, Inc. MICHIGAN- 
cae. Clement Motor Sales; Watervliet, M 
4 Seale. 


MINNESOTA—Brooten, Stene Motor Company: 
Dassel, Johnson Motor Service; Henriette, Hen 
riett Co-op. Service. MISSOURI-—Cape Girar 
deau, Milliken Motor Company; Hayti, R. E. 
Greenwell; Richmond, Walker Motor Co.; St 
Louis, Merry Motor Co.; St. Louis, Schultz 
Motor Co. MONTANA—Billings, Melvin Webb; 
Drummond, Hughes Motor Co. NEW JERSEY 
Newark, Master Motors Corp.: Princeton, Kenneth 
M. Doten. NEBRASKA—Madison, Raymond Brei 
dert. NEW YORK—Kingston, A. F. Doyle: 
Spring Glen, Gray’s Garage; Wappingers Falls, 


Knight’s Garage; Wassaic, Wassaic Sales. OHIO 
—Bowling Green, Euler Motor Sales; Bridge 
port, Cross Roads Service Station; Cleveland. 
Englander Motors, Inc.; Cleveland, S. F. Selby 
Sales & Service; Defiance, F. FE. Parker: 
Rossford, Victor Motor Sales: Sandusky, Freder 
ick Motor Sales; Tiltonville, McLeod Garage 
| Toledo, Carder Motor Sales: Toledo, Jess Cran 
dall Motor Sales; Willard, McCullough & De Voe: 
Youngstown, Gordon Motor Co 
PENNSYLVANIA—Brownsville, . A. Kooser: 
Charleroi, White Garage (Co.; Erie, Lake City 
Motor Co.; Kelly Station, Paul F. Klingensmith;: 
Scranton, Whalen Motor Co.; Utahville, Chaplin's 
Garage; Warren, Speedway Garage. TEXAS 
Brownsville, Strader Motor Company; Harlingen, 
Strader Motor Company: San_ Benito, Strader 
Motor Company. TENNESSEE — Elizabethton, 
Morrell Motor Company; Shelbyville, Dixie Serv- 
ice Station. UTAH — Murray, Southern Utah 
Motors. WEST VIRGINIA—Philippi, Mountain 
Motors. 'WISCONSIN—Menominee Falls, Bossert 


Motors, Mt. Hope, Wilson’s Garage; North Cape. 
Skarie Motors; Stitzer, Stitzer Garage; Water- 
town, Nehring Motor Sales. 


Woolverton Will Head 


Jacksonville Dealers 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Fred 
| Woolverton, of the Downtown 
| Chevrolet Co., is the new presi- 
| dent of the Jacksonville Automo- 
| bile Dealers’ Assn. 

Other officers are Ray Chapman 
(Studebaker), vice-president, and 
William Catlin (De Soto-Plym- 
outh), re-elected secretary- 
treasurer. Erwin Brooks, of 
| Brooks-Gillespie Motors, Inc., 15 
| the retiring president. 











Hower Moves Up 

LOS ANGELES.—Robert E. Howe! 
formerly truck and bus tire manage! 
for the B. F. Goodrich Co. in the L0s 
Angeles district, has been name 
| Pacific Coast representative of the 
Goodrich original equipment division 
|} it is announced by G. E. Brunner 
| Goodrich sales official. His headquar 
ters will be in Los Angeles 


Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkliné 
“Sparks” column is read by the “wide- 
awake” in the industry. 
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Retention of Present ICC Setup | Is Urged by by / ATA 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1939 


Wheeler-Truman Measure 
‘Would Scramble Situation’ 


Special to Automotive News 
WASHINGTON. — Retention of 
the present ICC setup was urged | 
by John V. Lawrence, general 
manager of the American Truck- 


ing Assns. who appeared before 
the senate interstate commerce 
committee in opposition to the 
Wheeler-Truman transporta- 
tion bill. 

According to Lawrence, this 
measure, if enacted, would 


“scramble motor carrier regula- 
tion for years to come.” Lawrence 
cited the following basic reasons 
for ATA opposition to the Wheeler- 
Truman bill: 

It would complicate regulation 

of motor carriers and further 
confuse members of the industry. 

It would abolish Division 5 

which handles motor carrier 
cases. 

It fails to provide for regula- 

tion of forwarding companies. 

The committee also heard Clar- 
ence D. Todd jr., executive secre- 
tary of the contract carriers di- 
vision of the ATA, who opposed 
the provision of the bill requir- 
ing contract carriers to keep their 
contracts with customers open for 
public inspection. 

In supporting the present ICC 
setup, Lawrence declared that “we 
believe our industry has made 
some progress under the motor 


More Winners 
Announced in 
Olds’ Contest 


LANSING.—Five more winners 
in Oldsmobile’s free-car contest 
were announced this week by D. 
E. Ralston, general sales manager 
for Oldsmobile. 

Each will receive a 1939 Olds- 
mobile Series Sixty two-door se- 
dan as a result of having been se- 
lected from the entries postmarked 
March 21 to March 25, inclusive. 

The winners were listed as fol- 
lows: March 21, George H. Tous- 
ley, 112 S. Fuller Ave., Inde- 
pendence, Mo.; March 22, William 
Picha, 3218 S. Jefferson Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo.; March 23, Arthur C. 
Lock, 4222 Second Road North, 
Arlington, Va.; Mar. 24, Mrs. A. 
Boyd, 6653 Vista del Mar Ave., 
LaJolla, Calif.; March 25, Mrs. 
Alger Roewade, 351 E. Ninth St., 
Fond du Lac, Wis. 


Neb. Dealers Win Battle 


To Preserve ‘Little NRA’ 

LINCOLN, Neb.—The Nebraska 
Automobile Dealers Assn. has won 
another round in its battle to keep 
the 1937 law, which formed the 
state automobile dealers’ “little 
NRA,” from being repealed. By a 
vote of 19 to 18 the Nebraska 
legislature voted Tuesday to let 
Senator Mekota’s bill, which had 
already been disapproved by the 
public works committee, die thus 
blocking chances for repealing the 
1937 law. 

Last week the public works 
committee voted to kill the much- 
changed LB 123, but Senator Me- 
kota made a final effort Tuesday 
to recuscitate his pet measure and 
called for a vote from the legis- 
lature. 


Chattanooga Considering 


Semi-Annual Inspections 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—Auto- 
mobile owners using Chattanooga | 
Streets are required to have their 
Cars inspected twice a year under 
an ordinance considered by the 
city commission. 

The semi-annual inspections are 
to be made at the city’s newly con- 
Structed traffic safety lane. A fee 
of 25 cents is to be charged for 
each inspection. Fines for viola- 
tions of from $2 to $50 are stipu- 
lated. 


‘A Word in Edge vise’’, a regular fea 
ture by George M. Slocum, offers a | 
Unique viewpoint from the motor world 


' carrier act despite the fact that it 
was not seasoned and was poorly 
organized prior to the passage of 
that law. We believe the commis- 
sion has been fair and considerate 
with our problems. It has tried to 
understand the nature of our 
business and to fashion its admin- 
istration of the law accordingly.” 

Lawrence said that 40,000 car- 
riers throughout the country now 
are beginning to understand what 
the act is about and that they are 
endeavoring sincerely to abide by 
the regulations. 


“Now,” he told the committee, 
“you propose in this bill some- 
thing different. In a sense this 
measure would upset the whole 
apple cart, and probably scramble 
motor carrier regulation for years 
to come. To throw our regulation 
in with this bill would be most 
confusing to our industry.” 





DODGE DEALERS of greater Cincinnati held a three-day spring and summer 
Style show in connection with a display of the Dodge models in the big Flor- 
cntine Room of the Hotel Gibson last week. Left to right are Harry Heidt, of 


Cincinnati Dependable Motors; Paul O’Shields, 
Marion Gross, stylist at Klines in Cincinnati who ran the style parade; Jim 
Pennington, of Cincinnati Dependable Motors, and Warren Frame, sales man- 
ager of the Cincinnati Dodge regional office. 

Photo courtesy Bob Beiser, 


| Senator J. C. O’Mahoney, has noti- 
| fied A. V. Tyrrell, president of the 
Cheyenne association. 


assistant to Emerson Poag: 


Cincinnati Enquirer 


Cheyenne Dealers Get 
Cut in Railway Rates| 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—A petition! The amendment closes a fight 
sent to Congress by the Cheyenne | begun last December by the 
Auto Trades Assn., has resulted in|Cheyenne group, according to 


an adjustment on rail carload| Tyrrell, when Cheyenne dealers 
shipments of automobiles from the | learned that Denver dealers were 
Detroit area to Cheyenne, with | being allowed a 10 percent reduc- 
tariffs to be amended to make| tion on the rates which were being 
rates identical with Denver, U. S.|paid in the Colorado metropolis. 


| Mich. Bills Seck 
Fuel Tax Boost. 


License Fee Cut 


LANSING.—Measures to in- 
crease the gasoline tax and to re- 
duce the automobile license tax 
were introduced in the Michigan 
legislature this week by Reps. 
George Gillespie, Walter J. James 
and James Goulette. 

One of the bills would increase 
the 3-cent gasoline tax to five 
cents a gallon. The additional 
revenue estimated at about $19,- 
000,000 a year, would be dis- 
tributed among the counties as the 
weight or automobile license tax 
is now divided. 

The other bill would repeal the 
weight tax of 35 cents a hundred 
weight. In substitution there would 
be a flat fee of $1 a year on pas- 
senger cars, which number about 
1,250,000. The weight tax on com- 
mercial vehicles, now based on a 
sliding scale, would be made 50 
cents a hundredweight. 
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MASTERS of METALCRAFT 


—add new LUXURIES, new visibility to BODY by FISHER 


HERE’S a human side to the story of building a 
Body by Fisher. It’s not all a matter of machine 


production. 


For craftsmanship plays a mighty important part in the 
fashioning of this steel body —in the creating and die- 
cutting of its sparkling fittings, in the designing and 
tailoring of its luxurious upholstery. 


Just as the engineers who planned its Unisteel construc- 
tion set new standards of safety by fusing all steel units 
into one solidly integral structure and by substantially 
increasing its visibility —Fisher silversmiths and master 
upholsterers set new standards of motor car luxury in 
the work they do as well. 


You can both see and feel the difference. All Body by 
Fisher appointments are beautifully harmonized. Its 
entire interior, seats, and dvors are so carefully planned 
you enjoy more comforts on all counts—in extra roomi- 
ness, restful ridability and in the ease with which you 
enter and leave the car. 


Even in the worst of weather your comfort is assured — 
with improved Fisher No Draft Ventilation made easier 
than ever to control by new-type regulators—plus the 
most effective insulation yet devised to keep out cold, 


heat and noise. 


Is it any wonder most motorists now favor the General 
Motors cars? They’re the only cars with Unisteel Body 


by Fisher. 





“BUICK’S THE BEAUTY” in more u ays than one. Its Body by 


Fisher makes that plain, both inside and out. 


TRAINED IN THE 
CRAFT since early 
youth, the men who cut 
the dies for all fittings 
in the Body by Fisher 
are master silver- 
smiths. To them goes 
the credit for jewel- 
like precision and lux- 
urious beauty of Body 
by Fisher fittings. 


2. IMPROVED FISHER NO DRAF'1 
VENTILATION — with new easy- 
control regulators and front 
Ventipane locks —is an exclu- 





ON GENERAL 
CHEVROLET «© PONTIAC «© ¢ 
LA SALLE 


1. NEW VISIBILITY. In Buick 3. 
Century and Buick Special 
four-door sedans, for instance, 
there is 412 square inches more 
total window and windshield 
area than last year. 








MORE COMFORTABLE SEATS — 


with duplex springs, two-ply 
padding and hand-fitted uphol- 
stery — are another extra Body 
by Fisher luxury. 


1. 
ample: 


INCREASED ROOMINESS. Ex- 
the Buick sedan illus- 


trated has an interior that is 
noticeably roomier than before. 
Again Fisher craftsmanship 
sive Body by Fisher feature. se 


ts new standards of comfort. 
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Wall Street Stil 


Healthy Domestic Forces ‘ 


Lost Sight of in ‘Breaks’ 


Special to Automotive News 


opments continue to exert more 
influence on the stock markets 
than any other force. The per- 
formance of Tuesday demon- 
strated this beyond question. 
There was in the morning session 
on the New York stock exchange 
one of the worst “breaks” of the 
entire downward trend of recent 
weeks. This was followed by just 





Stock Averages 


Last This Year 

Week Week Change Ago 
24 motors 27.13 24.85 —2.28 19.70 
10 car-truck cos. 28.24 25.95 —2.29 21.05 
10 parts-access. 20.82 18.73 —2.09 16.90 
4 tire-rubbers 22.27 19.88 —2.39 15.95 
as sharp a “comeback” in the 


afternoon, with some stocks show- 
ing net gains on the day. 
Chrysler, for instance, opened 
above 58, sold down to 535% and 
came back almost to 58 at the 
close. The news in the morning 
was of fleet movements, and in the 
afternoon it was to the effect that 


See 





During the last year the daytime ac- 
cident rate was reduced 12% . . . but 
the nighttime accident rate increased 
37% during the same period! Why? 
There’s only one answer... the driver 
couldn’t see as well at night. 

That’s why there has been such a 
tremendous swing to Trippe Safety 
Lights, both here and abroad. They 
bring daytime safety to night driving 
for the first time in automobile history. 

Through an_ exclusive, patented 
dual reflector system, Trippe Lights 
give complete visibility from shoulder 
to shoulder ... and forward for as 
much as a thousand feet... without 
glare in the eyes of oncoming motorists. 
In adverse weather the 
action of Trippe Safety 
Lights is just as amaz- 


LIST PRICE 


$] 7/50 


(Iustallation Extra 
$33.50 per pair 
(lastallation Extra 





Gentlemen: 


|Italy appeared inclined to accent 

NEW YORK.—After the experi- peace overtures made by Britain 
ence of the past week it seems/Certainly no domestic develop- 
pretty clear that European devel-| ments were present in sufficient 


TRIPPE 


Factories in United States, England and Canada. Representatives in 25 countries. 
TRIPPE SALES COMPANY, DEPT. AN-9, CHICAGO, ILL. 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1939 





+ — 







wk 
ath eee 
Ps SN i= 









force to cause such a perform- 
ance in the stock market. 


In the meant'me, there has been | 
something of a resurgence of op- | 
timism regarding the business out- | 
look. In some respects this 
comparative, however. That is to| 
say that there is a growing feel-| 
ing that nothing in the present 
business outlook justifies the pes- 
simism indicated in stock prices. 

On all sides, it is being declared 
that clarification of the European know.” This statement was madei 
situation on the basis of peace}; : ' 


- in comments on the fact that some | 
would at a ee eee tn | ttocks have broken through their 
movement in industrial activity in | : seat e 
this country. There is confidence low points of last year Gespite th 


level of business well above a 
everywhere that the forces of re- | year ago. 


rene ge by no means been|” Reports of earnings for the first 
spent—only held in check. |quarter will be forthcoming be- | 
Here’s what Francis I. du Pont! fore long from automotive com-| largest since 1936. Ability of the 
& Co. says: “Always barring 4| panies. These are expected to! industry to adjust itself to new 
war, because its effects are in-|make good reading in the main,| conditions is being demonstrated 
calculable, a return even to the} when compared with the like pe-| anew in current earnings. 
low level of business and corpor-| riod of last year. Figures issued by the stock ex- 
ate earnings of the second quarter It is being estimated that Gen-| change reveal there was not much 
of 1938 seems highly improbable! eral Motors and Chrysler will re- change during March in the short 


| position in automotive stocks. 
Short sales of Chrysler outstand- 
ing at the end of the month totaled 
35,715 shares, comparing with 36,- 
790 at the end of February. The 
General Motors short position was 
23,016 shares, as against 22,347 a 
month earlier. Studebaker’s short 
interest was 34,644, comparing 
with 34,140 and that of U. S. Rub- 
ber was 17,413, as against 13,847. 





is 
HOW IT WILL LOOK when the Eierman Cadillac-LaSalle Co., Pittsburgh. 
completes alterations on the former Motor Square Garden, which the distribu- 
tor has leased for a showroom. The new quarters, covering 85,000 square feet on 
one floor, is said to be the largest single floor structure used for automobile 
display. Motor Square Garden was formerly Pittsburgh’s “Madison Square 
Garden.” 





port one of the best first quarters 
in their history from the view- 
point of earnings. General Motors 
is expected to show well above $1 
a share for the quarter, as against 
14 cents a year ago. This would 
‘make the first quarter for GM 
the best since 1929, although car 
and truck sales were only the 





on the basis of anything we now 


change, there was a small de- 
cline in short position last month. 


Fall Hearing Seen 


In U.S. Anti-Trust 
Suit Against GM 


| SOUTH BEND.—The 


federal 


INTO DAYTIME 


ing. Through the perfect beam 
control of the reflector system and 
optically correct white ground glass 
lenses ... Trippe Safety Lights pene- 
trate in under fog, rain, mist and 
snow, lighting up objects behind it. 
The objects can therefore be seen 
through these low visibility factors. 
There are no “up” beams to reflect 
back into the driver’s eyes as in the 
case of ordinary headlights. 


| against General Motors 
probably will not come up for trial 
before next October, according to 
James R. Fleming, United States 
district attorney of the Northern 


General Motors was indicted in 
South Bend in May 19, 1938, for 
alleged violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust law in connection with 
financing of automobile purchases. 
True bills also were returned 
against Chrysler Corp. and Ford| 
Motor Co. at the same time, along 
with their affiliated finance com-| 
panies. 

Both the latter companies and_/} 
their codefendants have signed con- | 
sent decrees with the government. 
These consent decrees, however, | 
become null and void in the event 
General Motors successfully 


1 J ittery y Over European 


For all stocks listed on the ex-| 


|government’s anti-trust case) 
Corp. | 


Indiana district of federal court. | 


Situation 


—— eee aunenenen 
. ———— 


‘CIT Foundation 


| Makes Annual 
Safety Awards 


NEW YORK.—For the third 
,consecutive year, awards were 
presented Thursday night by the 
|CIT Safety Foundation to men in 
a variety of callings for contribu- 
tions to the cause of highway 
safety. 

The grand award of $5,000 for 
the individual who had done the 
most during 1938, in the opinion 
of the judges, in this national ef- 
|fort was made at a dinner cere- 
‘mony at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria 
| to Sidney J. Williams, of the 
| National Safety Council. Other 
| awards went to newspaper re- 
yorters, editorial writers, cartoon- 
ists and photographers and sstill 
others to safety efforts in the fields 
|of radio and motion pictures. 


| Arthur O. Dietz, president of 
| the Commercial Investment Trust, 
Inc., sponsor of the foundation, in 
making the principal award to 
Williams, pointed out that the year 
of 1938 had seen the turning of 
the tide upon the highway. 
“During 1938,” he said “a net 
gain of 19 percent was shown in 
lives saved. This means that the 
combined efforts of all who are 
working toward safety affected a 
saving of more than 8,000 lives 
|; during the year. Could there be 
any richer reward for any effort?” 
The judges—Paul G. Hoffman, 
president of the Automotive Safety 
Foundation; Lieut. Franklin M. 
Kreml, Northwestern University 
Traffic School, and Norman G. 
Shidle, Society of Automotive En- 
gineers, gave credit to Williams 
because of long years as an advo- 
cate and technician in the field of 
traffic safety and, specifically, for 
the “outstanding success of his 
program of close co-operation and 
intensive work with state officials 
in many states of the union, there- 
by aiding those officials in the 
development of their own local 
safety programs and in their as- 
sumption of leadership and re- 
sponsibility for traffic safety.” 


Cleveland Bank Plans 


Service to Car Dealers 
| CLEVELAND.W—W. H. Kyle, 
| formerly vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the R. J. Schmunk 





Co. automo- 
bile distributor, 
has joined the 


Cleveland Trust 
Co. and will be 
associated with 
the personal loan 
and finance de- 
partment. 

One of his first 
assignments will 
be to study the 
marketing and 
management 








defends itself and is acquitted in 
court. 


The full story of Trippe Safety 
Lights ... their saleability ... and 
their promise of profit for the dealer 
could never be told in this space. For 
complete details use the coupon be- 
low. Trippe Sales Company, Chicago, 
Illinois, or if in Canada, write Trippe 
Manufacturing Company, of Canada, 
Ltd., 321 Adelaide St., W., Toronto. 


Burgess Muffler Bought 


By Maremont Company 
CHICAGO.—Maremont Automo- 
tive Products, Inc., makers of the 
Maremont muffler, has purchased 
the automotive muffler equipment 
of the Burgess Battery Co., acous- 
tic division, at Madison, Wis. 

All equipment will be moved to 
the new Maremont muffler factory 
at Chicago immediately. This is 
the second muffler factory Mare- 

‘ | mont has purchased recently. 


pty Light 


A request on your letterhead will 








I'm interested in knowing all about Trippe Safety Lights and their profit possibilities. 
‘ conducted ent 
PIE ccc ———— _ — Firm — F FI WooD HUN 
Address_______ on City = Stute__ 540 No. Michigan 





Correct Last Year’s Mistakes Before 
Your Selling Season is Over 


W. H. Kyle 
problems of 
automobile dealers, for the pur- 
pose of increasing the  bank’s 
services to those dealers. 

In announcing the appointment 
of Kyle, Kenton R. Cravens, vice- 
president of the bank, said: “We 
have a very comprehensive pro- 
gram in mind along these lines, 
and Mr. Kyle’s many years of ex- 
' perience in the automobile busi- 
| ness will contribute a great deal 
| toward rounding out our consumer 
| credit program, particularly our 
= to the automobile deal- 
ers. 








bring you free the First Lesson of 


a practical Home Study Course in 


BETTER BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
for 
RETAIL AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 


irely by mail. 


T & ASSOCIATES 
Ave., Chicago, Ml. 
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n|Week’s Output Holds Firm at 83,394. Cars, Track 


AN’s Production Estimate 


(U. S. and Canada) 
WEEKS ENDED APRIL 15, APRIL 8 





Jan.1 Jan.1 
Week Same Week April to to 
Ending Week Ended to Apr.16 Apr.15 
Apr.15 1938* Apr.8* Date* 1938* 1939* 
GEN. MOTORS... 31,140 23,532 31,250 62,390 326,781 477,910 

Chevrolet} .... 19,200 16,000 19,900 39,100 234,505 283,935 

PE esses ces 4,580 3,539 4,515 9,095 42,957 72,719 

Oldsmobile 3,400 1,653 2,944 6,344 23,477 55,771 

Pontiac ....... 3,200 1,865 3,136 6,336 18,677 52,615 

Cad.-LaSalle .. 760 475 755 1,515 7,165 12,870 
Ue 21,750 15,830 21,260 43,010 219,030 290,957 

EE, Nise se 19,000 15,300 18,500 37,500 210,900 249,842 

Mercury ...... wOCe kw was 2,005 BOS ss946 30,920 

Lin.-Zephyr .. 750 530 755 1,505 8,130 10,195 
CHRYSLER .... 19,000 14,700 19,005 38,005 147,800 277,531 

Plymouth} .... 9,525 5,800 9,515 19,040 63,630 138,310 

Dodgey ....... 6,315 5,600 6,325 12,640 52,595 90,780 

Chrysler ...... 1,750 1,800 1,735 3,485 18,250 27,021 

De Soto ...... 1,410 1,500 1,430 2,840 13,325 21,420 
STUDEBAKER}. 2,804 1,022 2,727 5,531 11,519 25,295 
MEE 3:5 5:3.¥,0.0.6.8% 1,600 682 1,435 3,035 9,928 24,885 
HUDSON? ...... 1,600 1,110: 1,600 3,200 18,075 18,230 
PACKARD ...... 700 1,200 1,000 1,700 17,735 15,050 
WILLYS-OVD.; . + 661 860 860 5,618 5,886 
GRAHAM ....... 140 111 140 280 1,193 1,827 
BANTAM? ..... 70 80 70 140 1,831 1,110 
HUPMOBILE ... 100 3 t 100 265 500 
DGGE 6.6.0 60620 4,460 5,400 4,350 8,810 55,300 70,845 

TOTAL;...... 83,364 64,328 83,697 167,061 815,075 1,210,026 
*Revised. Includes trucks. {Closed. 

4 . e 
March New Car Registrations 
Seen 40% Above 1938 

DETROIT.—New passenger car registrations in March exceeded 
those for the corresponding month a year ago by about 40 percent, 
R. L. Polk & Co. estimated this week on the basis of registration re- 
turns from 104 major cities covering 25 days of the month. 

Every section of the country registered a sizeable gain over reg- 
istrations in March of 1938 with the exception af the West North 
Central states (lowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska and the 
Dakotas). There a gain of only .26 percent is estimated. 
ee Leading the list of gainers are 

the East South Central states 
Plant Activity _..| (Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi 
Bantam. .... steady; 70, four days/ and Tennessee) with March, 1939, 
Buick. . . .steady > 4,580, four days registrations 65.62 percent better 
Cad.-LaSalle... Steady, 750, thr _ than March 1938, and the East 
Chevrolet. .drop; 18,200, four days| North Central States (Illinois, 
Chrysler. .steady; 1,750, four days | Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Wis- 
De Soto. . Steady; 1,410, four days consin), with a gain of 57.68 per- 
Dodge... .steady; 6,315, four days | cent. 
‘ ve days ; s 
Ford. steady: 18.001, Sve d8¥5| “Otner sections showed gains as 
Hudson... .steady: 1,600, five days | flows, according to Polk tabula- 
Hupp ‘emtines: 1h. ioe days tions: New England, 21.97 percent; 

——.** : ; . Middle Atlantic, 37.52; South 
Lincoln... .. steady; 750, five days | Atlantic, 42.54; WwW ts ‘th Cent 
Nash.....steady; 1,600, four days | “*"@RuC, oe yo 
Sere rise; 3,400, three days | ral, 38.98 percent; Mountain, 42.48 
Packard...... drop; 700, two days | percent, and Pacific, 30.81 percent. 
Plymouth .steady; 9,525, four days | — 

Pontiac. ..steady; 3,200, four days! . AN’s Almanac, published once a year, 


Studebaker steady; 2,804, five days 


is considered THE reference book 


wherever automotive information is 





























































































Production Still 
Well in Advance 
Of 1938 Period 


By Pete Wemhoff 


Associate Editor 


DETROIT.—Car and truck pro- 
duction this week held at last 
week’s level, with the current 


week’s total be- 
Automotive News’ 


ing placed at 

Production Estimate 83,394 units as 

compared with 

105,00 83,697 vehicles 

100,000— in the previous 
95,000 


week. 


This week’s 
output, how- 


90,00 ever, continued 

well in advance 

85,000 of operations in 

the correspond- 

80,000 ing period of 

=> last year, when 

75,000 the industry’s 

total production 

70,006 was 64,328 cars 
65,000—2 and trucks. 

. On the basis 


of the first two 
weeks’ opera- 
tions, total pro- 
duction for 
April is esti- 
mated by Auto- 


60,000— 
55,000— 
50,000— 





45,00 motive News at 

better than 325,- 
40,00 000 units, which 
30.0 00 would contrast 


with only 238,- 
129 units in 
April, 1938, and 
371,574 vehicles 
produced in 
March of this year. 

General Motors’ group total for 
the current week showed a slight 
decline from the previous week, 
the respective totals being 31,140 
as against 31,250 units last week. 
In the corresponding period of 
1938 the GM divisions turned out 
23,532 cars and trucks. 

Ford operations were up slightly 
this week, the totals being 21,750 
for this week and 21,260 a week 
ago. In the like period of 1938 
Ford plants turned out 15,830 
units. 

Chrysler divisions held firm in 
their production this week, the 
total of 19,000 cars and trucks 
comparing with 19,005 in the 
previous seven days. A year ago 
Chrysler divisions assembled 14,- 
700 cars and trucks. 

Independent producers continued 
to hold their own this week, the 
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Passenger Car Registrations 
Two Months, Plus 16 States for March, 1939-1938 














March 
to March 1939 1938 Unit 
Date Pos. 1939 Pos. 1938 Pos. Gain 
Chevrolet 10,739 1 95,754 1 72,728 1 23,026 
Ford 8,077 2 76,391 2 70,749 2 5,642 
Plymouth 5,662 3 59,578 3 36,047 3 23,531 
Buick 3,063 4 31,822 4 22,959 4 8,863 
Dodge 2,977 5 30,965 5 16,391 5 14,574 
POHMUARC. .....:... 2,468 6 23,342 6 £15,083 6 8,259 
Oldsmobile 1,952 7 22,121 7% # £414,064 7 8,057 
Chrysler ..... 1,092 8 11,601 8 7,737 8 3,864 
Mercury 879 10 8,927 9 ob aan 
Nash .......... 957 9 8,165 10 5,561 13 2,604 
De Soto .. 127 #13 7,869 11 §,731 11 2,138 
Hudson ..... 876 11 7,468 12 6,569 10 899 
Studebaker 759 12 7,270 13 5,616 12 1,654 
Packard ......... Wists 580 14 6,332 14 7,556 9 1,224* 
Cadillac-LaSalle 428 15 5,730 15 3,859 14 1,871 
RAERCGUED: Ssissssexsianss 287 16 3,604 16 3,245 15 359 
Willys-Overland 134 17 1,859 17 2,633 16 774* 
Graham. ................ 49 18 676 18 1,000 17 324* 
Hupmobile ....... 12 19 109 19 177 18 68* 
Miscellaneous 12 301 ~ 225 76 
PRN sci sicsssiccseceazin 41,730 409,884 297,930 111,954 
*Loss 
and Studebaker showing a slight 
gain. The miscellaneous group ac- e 


counted for 4,460 cars and trucks. 


Production by various makes is 
as follows: 

Chevrolet 19,200; Buick 4,580; 
Oldsmobile 3,400; Pontiac 3,200; 
Cadillac-LaSalle 760; Ford 19,000; 
Mercury 2,000; Lincoln-Zephyr 
750; Plymouth 9,525; Dodge 6,315; 
Chrysler 1,750; De Soto 1,410; 
Studebaker 2,804; Nash _ 1,600; 
Hudson 1,600; Packard 700; Gra- 
ham 140; Bantam 70; Hupmobile 
100. 


Steel Production 
Letdown Is Less 
Than Anticipated 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Recent 
business and international de- 
velopments have had a quieting 
effect on the steel market but the 
letdown is less than ordinarily 
would be expected, steel execu- 
tives in the district reported this 
week. 


The past week’s trend definitely 
was downward, they asserted, and 
coming on the heels of a dis- 
appointing March provides little 
expectation of an immediate 
about-face in orders and produc- 
tion. Ingot production last week 
was off one point to 53% percent 
of capacity compared with 32 per- 
cent a year ago. 
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L.A. TO N.Y. ON 


124 GALLONS IN AERONCA! 








Dramatic comment on the progress 
of aviation is the recent non-stop 
coast-to-coast flight of Johnny 
Jones in his tiny Aeronca. Powered 
by a fifty-horsepower Continental 
engine, the Aeronca Model Fifty 
made the trip from Los Angeles to 
Roosevelt Field in less than thirty- 
one hours at a cost of only twenty- 
five dollars for 124 gallons of gaso- 
line and two quarts of oil! It is a 
great tribute to automotive en- 
gineering that small engines such 
as this Continental, have stamina 
and inherent economy to hang up 
records of this kind in routine fly- 
ing. Like many of the finest air- 
craft engines produced in the 
United States, Continental relies 
upon high-grade Nickel alloy steels 
for highly stressed parts. Nickel 
alloyed materials assure durability 
and freedom from 
service difficul- 
ties. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 









































RS sie bat Coes closed this week | desired. trade paper reported, with Nash 
Car Regi i 16 § for March, 1939-1938 
New Passenger Car Registrations, tates for March, -19 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by Sherlock & Arnold 
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Wall Street Stil 





Healthy Domestic Forces 


Lost Sight 


Special to Automotive News 


NEW YORK.—After the experi- 
ence of the past week it seems 
pretty clear that European devel- 
opments continue to exert more 
influence on the stock markets 
than any other force. The per- 
formance of Tuesday demon- 
strated this beyond question. 
There was in the morning session 
on the New York stock exchange 
one of the worst “breaks” of the 
entire downward trend of recent 
weeks. This was followed by just 





Stock Averages 


Last This Year 

Week Week Change Ago 
24 motors 27.13 2485 -—2.28 19.70 
10 car-truck cos. 28.24 25.95 —2.29 21.05 
10 parts-access. 20.82 18.73 —2.09 16.90 
4 tire-rubbers 22.27 19.88 —2.39 15.95 
as sharp a “comeback” in the 


afternoon, with some stocks show- 
ing net gains on the day. 
Chrysler, for instance, opened 
above 58, sold down to 535, and 
came back almost to 58 at the 
close. The news in the morning 


of in ‘Breaks’ 


| Italy appeared inclined to accent 


| peace overtures made by Britain. | 


Certainly no domestic develop- 
ments were present in sufficient 





ance in the stock market. 


In the meant’me, there has been | 


something of a resurgence of op- 
timism regarding the business out- 
look. In some respects this is 
comparative, however. That is to 
say that there is a growing feel- 
| ing that nothing in the present 
business outlook justifies the pes- 
simism indicated in stock prices. 

On all sides, it is being declared 


that clarification of the European | 
situation on the basis of peace} 
would bring a tremendous forward | 


movement in industrial activity in 
th's country. There is confidence 
everywhere that the forces of re- 
covery have by no means been 
spent—only held in check. 


force to cause such a perform- 
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| Jittery Over European Situation 


Pittsburgh. 


ee 


| CIT Foundation 
Makes Annual 
Safety Awards 


NEW YOR K.—For the third 
consecutive year, awards were 
presented Thursday night by the 
CIT Safety Foundation to men in 
a variety of callings for contribu- 
tions to the cause of highway 
safety. 

The grand award of $5,000 for 
the individual who had done the 
most during 1938, in the opinion 


completes alterations on the former Motor Square Garden, which the distribu-! of the judges, in this national ef- 
tor has leased for a showroom. The new quarters, covering 85,000 square feet on | fort was made at a dinner cere- 


one floor, is said to be the largest single floor structure used for automobile | 
display. Motor Square Garden was formerly 


Garden.” 


level of business well above a 
year ago. 

| Reports of earnings for the first 
|quarter will be forthcoming be- 


ies points of last year despite the 


on the basis of anything we now port one of the best first quarters 
| know.” This statement was made| in their history from the view- 
in comments on the fact that some! point of earnings. General Motors 
‘tocks have broken through their’ is expected to show well above $1 


Pittsburgh’s 


a share for the quarter, as against 
14 cents a year ago. This would 
'make the first quarter for GM 
the best since 1929, although car 
and truck sales were only the 


Here’s what Francis I. du Pont! fore long from automotive com-_| largest since 1936. Ability of the 


& Co. says: “Always barring a 


‘panies. These are expected to 


| industry to adjust itself to new 


war, because its effects are in-|make good reading in the main,| conditions is being demonstrated 


calculable, a return even to the 
low level of business and corpor- 


was of fleet movements, and in the | ate earnings of the second quarter 


when compared with the like pe- 
| riod of last year. 


| anew in current earnings. 


Figures issued by the stock ex- 


It is being estimated that Gen-/| change reveal there was not much 


afternoon it was to the effect that! of 1938 seems highly improbable! eral Motors and Chrysler will re-| change during March in the short 















cident rate was reduced 


the nighttime accident rate increased 
37% during the same period! Why? 
There’s only one answer... the driver 
couldn’t see as well at night. 


That’s why there has 


tremendous swing to T 
Lights, both here and abroad. They 
bring daytime safety to night driving 
for the first time in automobile history. 

Through an exclusive, patented 
dual reflector system, Trippe Lights 
give complete visibility from shoulder 
to shoulder ... and forward for as 
much as a thousand feet... without 
glare in the eyes of oncoming motorists. 
In adverse weather the 
action of Trippe Safety 
Lights is just as amaz- 


LIST PRICE 


$1750 


(Justallation Extra 
$33.50 per pair 
(lustallation Extra 





Gentlemen: 


During the last year the daytime ac- 


12% ... but 


been such a 


rippe Safety 


The objects 


Factories in United States, England and Canada. Representatives in 25 countries. 
TRIPPE SALES COMPANY, DEPT. AN-S, CHICAGO, ILL. 








ing. Through the perfect beam 
control of the reflector system and 
optically correct white ground glass 
lenses... Trippe Safety Lights pene- 
trate in under fog, rain, mist and 
snow, lighting up objects behind it. 


can therefore be seen 


through these low visibility factors. 
There are no “up” beams to reflect 
back into the driver’s eyes as in the 
case of ordinary headlights. 

The full story of Trippe Safety 
Lights ... their saleability . .. and 
their promise of profit for the dealer 
could never be told in this space. For 
complete details use the coupon be- 
low. Trippe Sales Company, Chicago, 
Illinois, or if in Canada, write Trippe 
Manufacturing Company, of Canada, 


Ltd., 321 Adelaide St., W., Toronto. 





I'm interested in knowing all about Trippe Safety Lights and their profit possibilities. 
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position in automotive stocks. 
Short sales of Chrysler outstand- 
ing at the end of the month totaled 
35,715 shares, comparing with 36,- 
790 at the end of February. The 
General Motors short position was 


“Madison Square 


mony at the Hotel Waldorf-Astoria 
to Sidney J. Williams, of the 
National Safety Council. Other 
awards went to newspaper re- 
porters, editorial writers, cartoon- 
ists and photographers and sstill 
others to safety efforts in the fields 
| of radio and motion pictures. 

| Arthur O. Dietz, president of 
| the Commercial Investment Trust, 
Inc., sponsor of the foundation, in 
| 








making the principal award to 
Williams, pointed out that the year 
of 1938 had seen the turning of 
the tide upon the highway. 


“During 1938,” he said “a net 
gain of 19 percent was shown in 
lives saved. This means that the 
combined efforts of all who are 
working toward safety affected a 
saving of more than 8,000 lives 
during the year. Could there be 
any richer reward for any effort?” 

The judges—Paul G. Hoffman, 


23,016 shares, as against 22,347 a/| president of the Automotive Safety 
month earlier. Studebaker’s short! Foundation; Lieut. Franklin M. 
interest was 34,644, comparing| Kreml, Northwestern University 
with 34,140 and that of U. S. Rub-| Traffic School, and Norman G. 
ber was 17,413, as against 13,847.| Shidle, Society of Automotive En- 
For all stocks listed on the ex-| gineers, gave credit to Williams 
change, there was a small de-| because of long years as an advo- 
cline in short position last month. | cate and technician in the field of 


Fall Hearing Seen 

In U.S. Anti-Trust 

. - ™» 

Suit Against GM 

SOUTH BEND.—The federal 
government’s anti-trust case 
against General Motors Corp. 
probably will not come up for trial 
before next October, according to 
James R. Fleming, United States 


district attorney of the Northern 
Indiana district of federal court. 


General Motors was indicted in 


South Bend in May 19, 1938, for 
alleged violation of the Sherman 
anti-trust law in connection with 
financing of automobile purchases. 
True bills also were returned 
against Chrysler Corp. and Ford 
Motor Co. at the same time, along 
with their affiliated finance com- 
panies. 

Both the latter companies and 
their codefendants have signed con- 
sent decrees with the government. 
These consent decrees, however, 
become null and void in the event 
General Motors successfully 
defends itself and is acquitted in 
court. 


Burgess Muffler Bought 


By Maremont Company 
CHICAGO.—Maremont Automo- 
tive Products, Inc., makers of the 
Maremont muffler, has purchased 
the automotive muffler equipment 
of the Burgess Battery Co., acous- 
tic division, at Madison, Wis. 

All equipment will be moved to 
the new Maremont muffler factory 
at Chicago immediately. This is 
the second muffler factory Mare- 
mont has purchased recently. 


Correct Last Year’s Mistakes Before 


Your Selling Seas 


A request on your letterhead will 


| traffic safety and, specifically, for 
\the “outstanding success of his 
program of close co-operation and 
intensive work with state officials 
in many states of the union, there- 
| by aiding those officials in the 
development of their own local 
safety programs and in their as- 
sumption of leadership and re- 
sponsibility for traffic safety.” 


Cleveland Bank Plans 


Service to Car Dealers 
CLEVELANDW—W. H. Kyle, 
formerly vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the R. J. Schmunk 


Co., automo- 
bile distributor, 
has joined the 


Cleveland Trust 
Co. and will be 
associated with 
the personal loan 
and finance de- 
partment. 

One of his first 
assignments will 
be to study the 
marketing and 
management w.H. Kyle 
problems of 
automobile dealers, for the pur- 
pose of increasing the bank’s 
services to those dealers. 

In announcing the appointment 
of Kyle, Kenton R. Cravens, vice- 
president of the bank, said: “We 
have a very comprehensive pro- 
gram in mind along these lines, 
and Mr. Kyle’s many years of ex- 
perience in the automobile busi- 
ness will contribute a great deal 
| toward rounding out our consumer 
| credit program, particularly our 
| Services to the automobile deal- 
ers, 








on is Over 


bring you free the First Lesson of 





a practical Home Study Course in 


BETTER BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 


fo 
RETAIL AUTOM 


OBILE DEALERS 


conducted entirely by mail. 


F. ELWOOD HUNT & ASSOCIATES 


540 No. Michigan 





Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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Week’s Output Holds Firm at 83,394. Cars, Trucks 





AN’s Production Estimate 














(U. S. and Canada) 
WEEKS ENDED APRIL 15, APRIL 8 

Jan.1 Jan.1 

Week Same Week April to to 
Ending Week Ended to Apr.16 Apr. 15 
Apr.15 1938* Apr.8* Date* 1938* 1939* 
GEN. MOTORS... 31,140 23,532 31,250 62,390 326,781 477,910 
Chevrolet} .... 19,200 16,000 19,900 39,100 234,505 283,935 
DEES, 600 4s 4,580 3,539 4,515 9,095 42,957 72,719 
Oldsmobile 3,400 1,653 2,944 6,344 23,477 55,771 
Pontiac ....... 3,200 1,865 3,136 6,336 18,677 52,615 
Cad.-LaSalle .. 760 475 755 1,515 7,165 12,870 
PU 4 4.0.54 00 21,750 15,830 21,260 43,010 219,030 290,957 
(eee 19,000 15,300 18,500 37,500 210,900 249,842 
Mercury ...... SOOO wee 2,005 | ee 30,920 
Lin.-Zephyr .. 750 530 755 1,505 8,130 10,195 
CHRYSLER . 19,000 14,700 19,005 38,005 147,800 277,531 
Plymouth? . 9,525 5,800 9,515 19,040 63,630 138,310 
Dodgey ....... 6,315 5,600 6,325 12,640 52,595 90,780 
Chrysler ...... 1,750 1,800 1,735 3,485 18,250 27,021 
De Soto ...... 1,410 1,500 1,430 2,840 13,325 21,420 
STUDEBAKER; . 2,804 1,022 2,727 5,531 11,519 25,295 
ae 1,600 682 1,435 3,035 9,928 24,885 
HUDSON; ...... 1,600 1,110: 1,600 3,200 18,075 18,230 
PACKARD ...... 700 1,200 1,000 1,700 17,735 15,050 
WILLYS-OVD.; . + 661 860 860 5,618 5,886 
GRAHAM ....... 140 111 140 280 1,193 1,827 
BANTAM? ..... 70 80 70 140 1,831 1,110 
HUPMOBILE ... 100 + . 100 265 500 
MEDOAY, 666% 800% 4,460 5,400 4,350 8,810 55,300 70,845 
TOTAL*...... 83,364 64,328 83,697 167,061 815,075 1,210,026 

*Revised.  ;Includes trucks. }{Closed. 





March New Car Registrations 


Seen 40% Above 1938 


DETROIT.—New passenger car registrations in March exceeded 


those for the corresponding mont 


h a year ago by about 40 percent, 


R. L. Polk & Co. estimated this week on the basis of registration re- 


turns from 104 major cities coveri 


ng 25 days of the month. 


Every section of the country registered a sizeable gain over reg- 


istrations in March of 1938 with 


the exception af the West North 


Central states (Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska and the 


Dakotas). There a gain of only .26 
OO 


Plant Activity 


ee steady; 70, four days 
Buick. ...steady; 4,580, four days 
Cad.-LaSalle....steady; 750, three 
Chevrolet. .drop; 18,200, four days 
Chrysler. .steady; 1,750, four days 
De Soto. .steady; 1,410, four days 
Dodge... .steady; 6,315, four days 
Ford.....steady; 19,000, five days 


Graham..... steady; 140, five days 
Hudson. ..steady; 1,600, five days 
Hupp..... resumes; 100, five days 
Lincoln... .. steady; 750, five days 
Nash. ....steady; 1,600, four days 
ee rise; 3,400, three days 
Packard...... drop; 700, two days | 


Plymouth .steady; 9,525, four days 
Pontiac. 
Studebaker steady; 2,804, five days 


.steady; 3,200, four days |. 


percent is estimated. 

Leading the list of gainers are 
the East South Central states 
(Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi 
and Tennessee) with March, 1939, 
registrations 65.62 percent better 
than March 1938, and the East 
North Central States (Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Wis- 
consin), with a gain of 57.68 per- 
cent. 


Other sections showed gains as 
follows, according to Polk tabula- 
tions: New England, 21.97 percent; 
Middle Atlantic, 37.52; South 
Atlantic, 42.54; West South Cent- 
ral, 38. 98 percent; Mountain, 42.48 
| percent, and Pacific, 30.81 percent. 


AN’s Almanac, published once a year, 
is considered THE reference book 


wherever automotive information is 








Production Still 
Well in Advance 
Of 1938 Period 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor 
DETROIT.—Car and truck pro- 
duction this week held at last 
week’s level, with the current 
week’s total be- 


Automotive News’ ing placed at 
Production Estimate 83,394 units as 
compared with 
83,697 vehicles 


in the previous 
week, 

This week’s 
output, how- 
ever, continued 
well in advance 
of operations in 
the correspond- 
ing period of 
last year, when 
the industry’s 
total production 
was 64,328 cars 
and trucks. 

On the basis 
of the first two 
weeks’ opera- 
tions, total pro- 
duction for 
April is esti- 
mated by Auto- 
motive News at 
better than 325,- 
000 units, which 
would contrast 
with only 238,- 
129 units in 
April, 1938, and 
371,574 vehicles 
producedin 
March of this year. 

General Motors’ group total for 
the current week showed a slight 
decline from the previous week, 
the respective totals being 31,140 
as against 31,250 units last week. 
In the corresponding period of 
1938 the GM divisions turned out 
23,532 cars and trucks. 

Ford operations were up slightly 
this week, the totals being 21,750 
for this week and 21,260 a week 
ago. In the like period of 1938 
Ford plants turned out 15,830 
units. 

Chrysler divisions held firm in 
their production this week, the 
total of 19,000 cars and trucks 
comparing with 19,005 in the 
previous seven days. A year ago 
Chrysler divisions assembled 14,- 
700 cars and trucks. 

Independent producers continued 
to hold their own this week, the 








| 
| 
| 





Passenger Car Registrations 
Two Months, Plus 16 States for March, 1939-1938 














March 
to March 1939 1938 Unit 
Date Pos. 1939 Pos. 1938 Pos. Gain 
Chevrolet 10,739 1 95,754 1 72,728 1 23,026 
Ford 8,077 2 76,391 2 £70,749 2 5,642 
Plymouth 5,662 3 59,578 3 36,047 3 23,531 
Buick . 3,063 4 31,822 4 22,959 4 8,863 
Dodge 2,977 5 30,965 5 16,391 5 14,574 
Pontiac ..... 2,468 6 23,342 6 15,083 6 8,259 
Oldsmobile 1,952 7 22,121 7% #4«14,064 7 8,057 
Chrysler 1,092 8 11,601 8 44071 6S 3,864 
Mercury 879 10 8,927 9 soon 
Nash .... 957 9 8,165 10 5,561 13 2,604 
De Soto . 727 #13 7,869 11 5,731 11 2,138 
Hudson .... 876 11 7,468 12 6,569 10 899 
Studebaker 759 12 7,270 13 5,616 12 1,654 
Packard .. ; 580 14 6,332 14 7,556 9 1,224* 
Cadillac-LaSalle 428 15 5,730 15 3,859 14 1,871 
Lincoln ...... 287 16 3,604 16 3,245 15 359 
Willys-Overland 134 17 1,859 17 2,633 16 774* 
MEREEE  iscccecse 49 18 676 18 1,000 17 324* 
Hupmobile .... 12 19 109 19 177 18 68* 
Miscellaneous 12 301 ~ 225 76 
TOTAL....... 41,730 409,884 297,930 111,954 
*Loss 
and Studebaker showing a slight 
gain. The miscellaneous group ac- e 


counted for 4,460 cars and trucks. 


Production by various makes is 
as follows: 

Chevrolet 19,200; Buick 4,580; 
Oldsmobile 3,400; Pontiac 3,200; 
Cadillac-LaSalle 760; Ford 19,000; 
Mercury 2,000; Lincoln-Zephyr 
750; Plymouth 9,525; Dodge 6,315; 
Chrysler 1,750; De Soto 1,410; 
Studebaker 2,804; Nash _ 1,600; 
Hudson 1,600; Packard 700; Gra- 
ham 140; Bantam 70; Hupmobile 
100. 


Steel Production 


Letdown Is Less 
Than Anticipated 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Recent 
business and international de- 
velopments have had a quieting 
effect on the steel market but the 
letdown is less than ordinarily 
would be expected, steel execu- 
tives in the district reported this 
week. 


The past week’s trend definitely 
was downward, they asserted, and 
coming on the heels of a dis- 
appointing March provides little 
expectation of an immediate 
about-face in orders and produc- 
tion. Ingot production last week 
was off one point to 53% percent 
of capacity compared with 32 per- 


har 287A 


L.A. TO N.Y. ON 


124 GALLONS IN AERONCA! 








Dramatic comment on the progress 
of aviation is the recent non-stop 
coast-to-coast flight of Johnny 
Jones in his tiny Aeronca. Powered 
by a fifty-horsepower Continental 
engine, the Aeronca Model Fifty 
made the trip from Los Angeles to 
Roosevelt Field in less than thirty- 
one hours at a cost of only twenty- 
five dollars for 124 gallons of gaso- 
line and two quarts of oil! It is a 
great tribute to automotive en- 
gineering that small engines such 
as this Continental, have stamina 
and inherent economy to hang up 
records of this kind in routine fly- 
ing. Like many of the finest air- 
craft engines produced in the 
United States, Continental relies 
upon high-grade Nickel alloy steels 
for highly stressed parts. Nickel 
alloyed materials assure durability 
and freedom from 
service difficul- 


ties. 

THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
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New Passen ver Car Registrations, 16 States for March, 1939-1938 
Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by eee & Arnold 
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—more $$$ 
for Dealers! 





—= Wied Car Merchandising 








—more $ $$ 


for Dealers! 








Nash Finds ‘Boarders’ Are Principal Used Car Evil 





Starts Self-Auditing System 
To Give Dealers Checkup 


DETROIT.—Initial move in a 
comprehensive new program to 
aid Nash dealers to gain increased 
profits in all departments, a study 
just completed by Nash Motors 
again puts the finger squarely 
upon “boarders” as the chief 
source of loss in used car opera- 
tions. 

While every competent analysis 
has shown clearly that it is the 
time element that causes most of 
the losses in used cars, the old 
fallacy of holding stocks for a 
better market without accurate 
consideration of carrying costs is 
still prevalent, the survey states. 

To overcome persistent over- 





» Car Insurance 


Companies Start 


Policy Revision 


NEW YORK.—Clarification, sim- 
plification and contract broaden- 
ing are among the aims of a com- 
plete revision of the automobile 
policy forms of its member com- 
panies, now being undertaken by 
committees of the National Auto- 
mobile Underwriters Assn. Started 
several weeks ago, it is expected 
the project will not be com- 
pleted for several months. 


Hundreds of suggestions are be- 
ing studied by underwriters, loss 
executives and lawyers, it is stated, 
in an effort to evolve a contract 
affording greater protection to as- 
sureds and more clearly defining 
insuring company obligations. It 
is said that some of the wording 
now in the policy is held am- 
biguous and susceptible of various 
interpretations. 


The present automobile policy 
covering against fire, theft and 
collision and also the risks in- 
cluded under the comprehensive 
form has been amended and re- 
vised to a limited extent in re- 
cent years, insurance observers 
declare, but it has been a long 
time since the contract was en- 
tirely overhauled. Innumerable 
questions are said to have arisen 
and individual companies have 
had to place their own interpre- 
tations on contract meanings. 


Offices Being Moved 


PITTSBURGH.—The McKay Co., 
manufacturers of tire chains, com- 
mercial chain, and arc-welding elec- 
trodes, is transferring from its Pitts- 
burgh office the general sales, order, 
invoicing and purchasing departments 
to its York (Pa.) factory, where the 
majority of operations are centered. 
The executive departments and of- 
ficials and a district sales office will 
remain in the McKay building here. 





looking of “invisible’’ costs that 
|eat away profit when a 30-day 
turnover of used car stock is not 
maintained, Nash has instituted a 
4 percent daily turnover control 
system, a self-auditing plan that 
enables the dealer to determine at 
any moment the net facts about 
his used car situation. 


Since unit turnover is often 
misleading, the system is based on 
net dollar volume and net units. 
It establishes a daily required 
volume of 4 percent of inventory 
to be converted into cash or 
equivalent, based on dollar vol- 
ume. It also indicates daily the 
trend of required volume, signal- 
ling the direction of promotional 
effort necessary to maintain a 30- 
day turnover. 

It also assists in the establish- 
ment of salesmen’s daily quotas, 
and definitely indicates the num- 
ber of salesmen required for an 
effective operation. Without cleri- 
cal help, it gives the dealer a daily 
check on results as well as re- 
quired sales by outlet. 


The concealed costs incidental 
to used car operations are bared 
effectively in a tabulation break- 
ing down expenses in ratio to unit 
valuation. 


The table reveals that $50 used 
car units cost $7.50 per month to 
carry, with costs graduating up to 
$21 per month on $500 units. In- 
terest on money invested is placed 
at 1% percent per month on each 
unit, regardless of cost. Valuable 
space occupied by “boarders” is 
declared to be worth at least $2 
per month. Depreciation, main- 
tenance and additional recon- 
ditioning are computed individual- 
ly an a percentage basis. 





Quaint Quirks 
That Build 


Business 


Walton Motor Co. (Ford), Chey- 
enne, Wyo., has speeded up sales 
at its used car lot by advertising 
that it has on hand 25 used cars 
just right for “fishing cars.” Trout 
fishing got under way in Wyoming 
Apr. 1. The cars were old models, 
of course, and were listed at from 
$25 to $150. All were guaranteed 
cars and serviced with new oil and 
five gallons of gasoline. 

* ok * 


Distributors Used Car Branch 
are at present using large space 
| advertising in interior British 
,Columbia city newspapers, offering 
free transportation to Vancouver 
and free hotel rooms to all pur- 
chasers of used cars from their 
advertised lists. 


The offer undertakes to refund 
transportation to those visiting 
Vancouver and buying a car from 
the firm; in the case of persons 
dr:ving to the city the equivalent 
j ot rail fare will be given. In its 
advertising the firm listed a large 
‘group of guaranteed used cars at 
| prices from $385 to $1,975 and un- 
dertook to hold these for inspec- 
tion of interior city buyers on re- 
ceipt of a collect telegram. Free 
licenses are included on all cars. 

Distributors Used Car Branch 
Was set up a few years ago by 
two large automobile distributors 
to jointly handle their used cars, 
and the firm is now acting as re- 
sale agents for Consolidated Motor 
Co. Ltd.; Packard distributor; Dan 
McLean Motor Co. Ltd., Nash dis- 
tributor; and J. M. Brown Motor 
Co. Ltd., Studebaker distributor. 





Fourth Dimension. a regular feature 
by Pete Wembhoff, offers news of auto 
motive advertising 


Used Car Carrying Cost Per Month 


Cost 
Per 
Month 


$7.50 
9.00 


Cost 
Per 
Week 


$1.88 


Cost 
Per 
Day 


$.25 
30 
40 


Price Class 


$50 

Unit 
$100 
Unit 
$200 
Unit 
$300 
Unit 
$400 
Unit 
$500 


2.25 
3.00 12.00 
50 
60 


-70 


3.75 
4.50 


15.00 
18.00 


5.25 21.00 


Interest 


Maintenance 

Additional 

Depre- Recondi- 
ciation Storage tioning 
Per Per Per 
Month Month Month Month 


Y% 9% 4% 1%% 
$.25 $4.50 $2.00 $.75 
144% 544% 2% 1%% 
56 5.25 2.00 1.25 
Yy% 334% %4% 
1.00 7.50 1.50 
Y% 34% “4% 
1.50 10.00 1.50 
Wn% 12% 
2.00 2.00 
“YE% 1% 
2.50 2.50 


—f£urvey by Nash Motors. 


on 
Money 
Per 


Inves!- 
ment 
Cost 
15% 

$7.50 





Methods Outlined to Get 
Most Service Out of Tires 


NEW YORK.—As a result of 
extensive tests and observations 
made by tire manufacturers, the 
Rubber Manufacturers Assn. has 
made public several practical sug- 
gestions to enable motor car users 
to increase appreciably the service 
obtained from their tires. 

The non-skid tread of a tire is 
the part that usually wears out 
first, it is pointed out, and the 
suggestions bear primarily on 
means of holding tread wear to 
a minimum. 

While some of these suggestions, 
such as the importance of proper 
inflation, are matters of common 
knowledge, the extent of damage 
done by underinflation may not be 
understood by many motorists, 
and other suggestions, such as 
switching wheel position of tires, 
cover points less generally known. 
1 Tires should be properly in- 

flated to recommended mini- 
mum pressures. Inflation should be 
checked at least once a week, in- 
cluding the spare tire. Underin- 
flation causes rapid tread wear 
through abnormal flexing of side- 
walls and excessive road contact. 
The average tire underinflated by 
only six pounds will lose 30 per- 
cent of its total mileage. 

Wheels should be kept in align- 

ment, because wheels out of 
alignment cause uneven and ex- 
cessive tread wear. A tire that is 
one-half inch out of line will be 
dragged sideways 87 feet in every 
mile. 

For a similar reason, careful 

attention should be paid to 
wheel balancing. 


65% of ’39 Sales 
To Be Used Cars, 
NUCMR Predicts 


CHICAGO. — Sixty-five out of 
every 100 buyers of automobiles 
this year will purchase used cars 
and the other 35 will buy new 
cars, according to an_ estimate 
made by the National Used Car 
Market Report, Inc., publishers of 
the Blue Book and Red Book. 

In announcing this _ forecast, 
George A. Leukhart, general man- 
ager of NUCMR, stated that deal- 
ers would do well to gear their 
operations in such manner as to 
place considerably more stress on 
used car sales than has been the 
general rule in the past. 

Leukhart mentioned specifically 
the need on the part of the dealer 
for more used car salesmen, in- 
creased advertising, and greater 
prominence in display. He added 
that the advice does not overlook 
or slight the importance of push- 
ing new car sales. 


| Arthur C. Swallow sr. 

| MILWAUKEE. — Arthur C. Swallow 
sr., 68, president of Motor Casting Co. 
until his retirement several years ago. 
died Apr. 11 at his home here 


4 Brakes should be kept properly 
adjusted to prevent uneven and 
excessive tread wear. 


The spare tire should take its 

regular turn on the car. A spare 
tire that is not put into service 
deteriorates quite rapidly. 

Switch the wheel position of 

your tires every 5,000 miles or 
thereabouts, changing wheels 
without dismounting tires, in this 
order: Right front to right rear; 
right rear to left front; left front 
to left rear; left rear to right 
front. Remember to give the spare 
its regular tour of duty. 


There are several reasons why 
switching of wheel position of 
tires is important. Camber, caster, 
toe-in and turning of the wheels 
which are necessary for steering 
and turning the car affect front 
tire wear, but not rear tires. On 
the other hand, power transmis- 
sion is a very decided factor in 
rear tire wear, but does not affect 
front tires. High crown roads are 
a factor in fast and irregular tread 
wear, causing tires to wear more 
on the inside of the tread, toward 
the car, than on the outside. 


Changing the wheel position of 
the tires, as suggested, will help 
materially in equalizing the wear 
on all tires, and will therefore in- 
crease their tread mileage, by as 
much as 50 percent according to 
comprehensive tests run by one 
manufacturer. Changing wheel 
position of tires will not only save 
the motorist many dollars, but also 
will give him greater satisfaction 
with his tires. 


Accurate records covering sev- 
eral billion tire miles a year show 
that over the past 10 years, the 
mileage built into tires has in- 
creased on the average about 7 
percent a year, or 70 percent for 
the 10-year period. On the other 
hand, technica] developments, such 
as smaller wheel diameters, higher 
average speeds, longer distances of 
unbroken driving, and especially 
improved acceleration and greater 
braking power, have placed a 
more severe strain on tires, and 
tend to cut down the mileage ob- 
tained. 


ND 


Goodrich Offering Paint 
For White Sidewall Tires 


AKRON.—The B. F. Goodrich 
Co. announces a new white sidc- 
wall tire paint applicable for re- 
newing white sidewall tires or for 
making present black sidewalls 
white. 

Made with a rubber base, the 
new paint is said to be self-vul- 
canizing, is elastic and thus flexes 
with the tire and will not crack or 
chip. This new type paint is ap- 
plied with a brush, it dries quick- 
ly and can be washed with soap 
and water without affecting its 
| original whiteness. 


—_———— 


Chrysler Sets 
Sales Contests 


For Salesmen 


DETROIT.—Charles L. Jacob- 
son, vice-president and genera] 
sales manager of the Chrysler dj- 
vision, Chrysler Corp., announces 
a retail sales contest running 
through April, May and June. The 
contest is open to salesmen em- 
ployed by Chrysler dealers and to 
those dealers individually who do 
not at any time employ salesmen. 

Gold watches will be awarded 
to the 100 salesmen who sell the 
greatest number of Chrysler cars 
during this three-months period 
and also to the 100 who sell the 
largest number of Plymouths. The 
two contests will be separate and 
the same contestant can win a 
watch in both. The prizes for the 
two sections of the contest will be 
of equal value, retailing for ap- 
proximately $100. 

Sales of Chrysler cars will count 
in the final standing for places in 
the Chrysler 100 club, which con- 
test runs from June 30 to July 1 
annually. However, a_ salesman 
who makes the 100 club and re- 
ceives its very liberal rewards, 
will not be eligible also to receive 
a watch in the Chrysler contest, 
though he may do so in the Plym- 
outh contest. 

A definite number of prizes has 
been allotted to each region into 
which the Chrysler territory is 
divided. Thus, although it covers 
the whole country, the event be- 
comes in effect a series of local 
contests in which salesmen com- 
pete against only those in their 
own region, instead of matching 
their efforts against rivals where 
the potential is higher. 


N. J. Would Aid 


Small Business 


NEWARK, N. J.— Automobile 
dealers, as well as small New 
Jersey manufacturers and dis- 
tributors of automotive products, 
may benefit from a survey which 
will be conducted by the state 
chamber of commerce to provide 
the basis of a program to aid small 
business in this state. 


Subjects to be covered by the 
survey, according to Robert T. 
Bowman, chamber president, will 
include: Federal, state and _ local 
laws affecting adversely the 
growth and success of small en- 
terprises; effects on small business 
of federal, state and local taxation; 
distribution and marketing prob- 
lems peculiar to New Jersey, and 
problems relating to advertising 
and development of wider mar- 
kets. 


More than 90 percent of the 
state’s 8,000 manufacturers, Bow- 
man said, employ fewer than 500 
workers and the great majority of 
the state’s 59,000 retailers are 
small merchants. He said a series 
of meetings was being arranged at 
which the chamber would seek 
the views of small manufacturers, 
retailers, bankers and real estate 
men. 












Recreation 
Or Relaxation 
Choose the Chelsea 


Here you will find everything to further rou 
comfort and enjoyment — outside cosan-vie# 
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ec. Average ...... 3 National Average, All Makes, Mar. 25, 1939, 498-565 
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Feb. Average (’39).. 578 519 


M: ] ' : 508 || ; . : : , : 
en 41988. a. 566 500 || Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 


*Offering of higher-priced || clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 
, || 22e8 motets Ras Wines netene | prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 


a ; 
| Taner Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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New Passenger Car Registrations, All States for February, 1939-1938 


herlock & Arnold 


; Figures supplied by R. L. Polk & Co., New Jersey Motor List Co., and for New York City area by S 
FORD NON-AFFILIATED 


CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS 
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F licker | 


Two million persons ure eX- 
gected to see Studebaker Corp.'s 
new film “Ahead of the Parade” 
within the next 90 days. Estimate 
is based on the concentrated ef- 
forts of a special flying squadron 
of 16 Studebaker sales promotion 
men, trained in the use of the 
latest developments in sound mo- 
tion picture technique, who are to 
give public showings in key cities 
throughout the middlewest, east 
and south. The promotion will 
cost Studebaker approximately 
$100,000. 

The specially picked men, 
equipped with projectors and with 
35 and 16 millimeter films, are 
driving new Studebaker Cham- 
pions and are expected to cover 
approximately 200,000 miles of 
territory. 

On arrival in the key cities 
the men will contact the local 
Studebaker dealer and make 
arrangements for suitable the- 
aters or auditoriums for the 
showings. Following this there 
will be an advertising and pro- 
motional campaign carried out 
in the local newspapers. Hand- 
bills and special invitations also 
will be used in promoting the 
showings. 


During the day special showings | 


Nash App | 


oints | 
30 New Dealers 
Throughout U. S. 


DETROIT.—Appointment of 30 
more new Nash dealers through- 
out the country was announced 
this week by W. A. Blees, general 
sales manager of Nash Motors. 
This brings to 90 the total of new 
Nash dealers announced thus far 
in 1939 by Blees. 


He listed the 30 additional deal- 
ers as follows: 

Brownstown Nash & Willys Sales, 
Brownstown, Ind.; Hinsdale Nash Sales, 
Chicago; Elm Garage, Hudson, Mass.; H. 
PF. Leonard Service Station, Vandergrift, 
Pa.; Showalter’s Auto Service, Mesa, 
Ariz.; Timpton Nash Co., Timpton, Ia.; 
Hutchens Car Sales, Lynn, Ind.; Clarke's 
Nash Sales & Service, Shreveport, La; 
D & D Motor Sales, Virginia, Minn.; A 
S. Schonrock, Springfield, Minn.; C. O.| 
Holl Co., Medaryville, Ind. 


Sharp Motor Co., Huntington, W. Va.: 
Krebs Motor Co., Bisbee, Ariz.; Vineland 
Nash Motors, Vineland, N. J.; Stallings 
Motor Sales, Cape Girardeau, Mo.; Nampa 
Motor Truck Sales, Nampa, Idaho; Payne 
Auto Co., Caldwell, Idaho; W, D. & Syl- 
van Williamson, Vale, Ore.; Lawley’s Auto 
Service, Inc., Atlantic City, N. J.; Ray F. 
Irwin, Palatka, Fla.; George A. Ruth, | 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Frank Panter, Burbank, 
Calif.; Main Motor Mart, East Aurora, N 

Y.; H, Jorgensen Auto Co., Mitchell, S. | 
D.; Valley Garage, Coachella, Calif. 


S. P. Griffith, Bishop, Calif.; City Auto 
Sales, Batesville, Ind.; D. L. Boram Sales 
& Service, Lebanon, Ind.; McAlester Nash 
Co., McAlester, Okla., and Clinton Auto 
Market, Clinton, Okla. 


Parley Studying 
Industrial Peace 


ANN ARBOR.—Industry is will- 
ing to exercise the greatest pos- | 
sible measures of social responsi- 
bility in conducting its affairs, but 
at the same time it demands the 
service of the best men that can 
be procured, 100 midwest execu- 
tives were told at the ninth an- 
nual Industrial Relations Confer- 
ence here this week. 

A uniform and completely im- 
partial system of rating men will 
eradicate much of the difficulty 
between labor and capital and 
move toward this end. Maurice E. 
Nichols, superintendent of train- | 
ing for the American Steel & Wire| 
Co., declared. Industry, which at- 
tempts to meet organized labor 
squarely on a basis of fact, weighs 
productivity heavily in judging | 





men, he said, while labor stresses | 


seniority. 


A fair system of rating, Nichois 


said, may give the two antagonis- 
tie groups common ground for an 
equitable balance between the 
two. 


the 4th Dimension 


The News of Automotive Advertising 


Ey Pete Wembhofi 
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will be held before school and 
college groups, clubs, service or- 
ganizations and other gatherings. 
The evening showings will be for 
the general public, with admis- 
sion by ticket only. 

“Ahead of the Parade” depicts 
the thinking behind the new 
Studebaker Champion. 


Named 
Thomas H. Young is appointed 
advertising director of United 
States Rubber Co., New York. 
Succeeds Walter Emery who 
becomes economist for the com- 
pany. 


Quarters 

N. W. Ayer & Son agency 
(Ford) plans to move its N. Y. 
quarters to RCA building, Rocke- 
feller Center, in next two months, 
according to Gerold M. Lauck, 
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THESE MEN form part of the group of 16 special Studebaker sales promotion 
men, who are taking the film “Ahead of the Parade” on a 90-day tour into key 
cities of the middlewest, east and south. It is eXpected to reach an audience 
of approximately two million people. 


release sometime early in May. 
Will do daily panels of old titles 
created by her father, such as 
“When a Feller Needs a Friend,” 
“Ain’t It a Grand and Glorious 
Feeling?” and a Sunday color 
|page of “Days of Real Sport.” 
While old titles will be used, all 
material will be new. 


executive v.-p. Offices will be on 
11th floor. 

McCann-Erickson, Inc., has leased 
three entire floors in Associated 
Press building, Rockefeller Center, | 
N. Y., for occupancy late in June. 
Will provide room for 300 em- 
ployes, plus art gallery, radio 
audition room and retail store | 
window for display of promotion Resigns 


— Roy S. Durstine, prez of Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn, will 
be succeeded by Bruce Barton, 
chairman of board. Durstine re- 
signed this week. 

Barton's post as chairman will 
|be taken iv William H. Johns. 


Revival 

Clare Briggs jr., daughter of 
late Cartoonist Clare Briggs (Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s pal), is reviving her 
father’s cartoons for newspaper 





| March Car Sales 


Show 50% Gain 


In Indianapolis 


INDIANAPOLIS. — Registering 
almost a 50 percent increase in 
the sale of new cars during March, 
Marion County dealers delivered 
a total of 2,051 units during the 
last 30 days. During the like pe- 
riod last year city and county new 
car dealers accounted for a total 
of 1,315 cars. 


The March total this year shows 
a sizeable increase over February 
of this year, when 893 new units 
were delivered. 

During the first three months of 
the year 3,905 new cars were sold 
as compared with 1,962 units for 
the corresponding period last year. 
Used car sales during the last 
month also were active and a 
total of 1,837 cars changed own- 
ership. 

Truck and commercial car sales 
for March also showed an increase 
over last year, with the month 
registering a total of 256 deliv- 
eries as compared with 201 for 
March, 1938. Sales during the first 
quarter of this year have reached 
588 units. 


EVERYONE WHO WANTS A NEW CAR 
SHOULD READ THIS 


be ARE ENTITLED to know ex- 


COMMERCIAL CREDIT COMPANY 


One of a series of open letters to the American Public appearing in 1030 Newspapers and in National Magazines 


actly what finance charge you 
are to pay and exactly what insurance 
coverage you are to receive when you 
buy your new car on any Time Pay- 
ment Plan. To clear up any possible 
confusion in your mind Commercial 
Credit Company openly publishes its 
financing rate and available insur- 
ance coverage on new cars of any 
make. This company, with more 
than $65,000,000 invested capital 
makes the following pledge to you: 


Guaranteed Rate - 

No Hidden Charges 
If we handle the time payment transaction 
on your new car of any make, through your 
dealer, we guarantee that the financing rate 
you will pay does not exceed $6.00 per year 
per $100 (50 cents per month) on your 
original unpaid balance plus charge for the 
insurance you receive, payable in 12 to 18 or 
more equal monthly instalments. Some states 
require a small charge for filing, recording or 
tax, which is added. This rate is available 
through acceptable dealers anywhere in the 
United States. There are no hidden charges 

for ‘‘investigation"’ or otherwise. 


Your Insurance Protection 
To protect your investment, you will re- 
ceive an insurance policy or certificate issued 
by one of the largest insurance companies, 
covering loss by fire—actual value; theft 
—broad form; collision — deductible type; 
and other accidental physical damage to your 
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A YEAR PER HUNDRED DOLLARS 
BASED ON ORIGINAL UNPAID 
BALANCE PLUS 
INSURANCE 
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When your m7 States through any office 
he VU"! 


fferIng 
you will pay 20 


and get eve 


new car. We guarantee that you will get ex- 
actly the coverage you pay for and not pay any 
more for such insurance than the regular pub- 
lished rates charged by the same insurance 
company for the territory in which you live. 


Finance Through Your Dealer 
Have your local dealer arrange your complete 
time payment transaction at one time and in 
one place. Our twenty-seven year experience 
and our dealings with millions of time pay- 
ment buyers convince us that this is to your 
best interest. It is easiest, quickest, safest and 
most satisfactory for you. 


You Deal With Local People 

The 192 local offices in the United States 
which offer Commercial Credit service are 
operated by experienced local people, who 
live, pay rent and taxes and spend their 
money in your community. These offices and 
many employes have local bank accounts and 
instead of sending funds out of, they bring 
additional funds into, your community. You 
can be assured that they will give you sym- 
pathetic and fair treatment. Establish your 
credit through one office and you can obtain 
preferred service through all. This is very 
helpful should you move or need insurance 
advice in case of an accident or damage to 
your car while away from home. 


* * * 
You can depend upon the dealer who gives 
you Commercial Credit financing service on 
your new car. Commercial Credit Company 
knows its business. Its service is convenient, 
safe and economical . . . # 2s guaranteed. 


Chairman of the Board 
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Additional Tax 
Is Now Faced 
By N. J. Dealers 


TRENTON, N. J.— Automobile 
dealers would be among _ those 
most directly affected by a bill 
pending before the state legisla- 
ture here which, if enacted, would 
impose additional tax burdens on 
all persons, firms or corporations 
making deliveries of merchandise 






pality 
business is located. 


John E. Boswell, the proposed 
legislation is listed officially as 
Assembly Bill 436. It has been re- 
ferred to the house committee on 
municipalities, chairman of which 
is Assemblyman Horace R. Bogle. 


“Tegal analysis of the bill,” ac- 
cording to a bulletin of the New 
Jersey Manufacturers’ Assn., “re- 
veals that it would enable every 
municipality within the boundaries 
of which traveling vendors, lum- 
ber and coal dealers, expressmen, 
baggagemen, used or new car 
dealers, bill posters, garages, meat, 
grocery and provision stores, etc., 
may make deliveries of merchan- 
dise from places of business in 
other (even nearby) municipali- 
ties, to require a license and 
license fee therefrom. 


“The law now permits a mu- 
nicipality to license and regulate 
these various types of business 
and others, if the place of busi- 
ness is located within the mu- 
nicipality. It does not permit one 
municipality to tax the businesses 
(except peddlers) located in an- 
other municipality merely because 
the latter may occasionally come 
into the former town to take an 
order or make a delivery. 

“The bill would therefore erect 
new barriers to the doing of busi- 
ness in any town or city by mer- 
chants, etc., whose place of busi- 
ness was not located therein * * *” 





Houston Dealers 
Note Big Gain in 
New Car Sales 


HOUSTON, Tex.—New car sales 
here have shown substantial im- 
provement over those for similar 
periods during 1938, according to 
W. P. Bates, executive secretary 
for the Houston 
Dealers Assn. 

During March sales of new cars 
totaled 1,759 units, together with 
309 commercial units and trucks, 
for a total of 2,068 units. During 
the same month in 1938 there were 
1,350 cars sold, together with 261 
commercial units and trucks, for *| 
total of 1,611. 
General business conditions have | 


Automotive 


shown substantial improvement. | 
Substantial gains in sales are an- 
ticipated during the second quarter. 


NLRB Results to Get 
Study at C. of C. Meeting 


WASHINGTON. — An appraisal 
of the opportunities for industry, 
as its part in keeping democracy 
at work, will be undertaken by 
the Chamber of Commerce of the | 
United States at its annual meet- | 
ing here May 1-4. 

Of particular interest to manu- | 
facturing executives are the ses- 
sions to be held on May 3. At a 
luncheon meeting the results of 
the operation of the National La- 
bor Relations Act over the last | 
3% years will be considered in | 
the light of desirable changes in | 
the act itself. There will be before | 
the meeting a _ report of the 
Chamber’s department of manu- 
facture committee which calls at- 
tention to the steadily increasing 
demand for substantial modifica- 
tion of the law and points out the 
directions in which improvement: | 
may be made. 


. ’ tte 
Bill Seeks $10 Bonds 
TRENTON, N. J.—Automobile own 

ers not carrying liability insurance | 
would be required to post $10 bonds | 
to guarantee safe operation of their | 
cars under terms of a bill just intro- | 
duced in the state legislature here by | 
Assemblywoman Constance Hand. Per- | 
sons injured or suffering property 
damage by automobiles could collect 
the $10 posted by an owner whose car 
caused the loss. 








beyond the limits of the munici- | 
in which their place of | 


Introduced by Assemblyman | 
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SYNOPSIS 


With this instalment of the Saga, the author really gets to going 
on his automobile reminiscences. In this issue he tells about the 
pioneers and casts his vote for Charles E. Duryea as being the man- 
ufacturer of America’s first gasoline car, or horseless carriage as it 
was called in the Gay Nineties. All of which follows the story of 
the author’s early life as a newspaperman, followed by his experi- 
ences when he edited the leading bicycle paper of the time. His 
cycling era in the memoirs now is over and from now on he will 
be telling of his 33 years as a writer on motoring subjects, an ex- 
perience which qualifies him to speak authoritatively on the many 
—_ of the automobile industry since its inception up to the pres- 
ent day. 


Chapter XV—Who Built First Car? 


Had it not been for Sam Miles, most likely I would still 
be a daily newspaper man. Indirectly he shifted me back 
into trade paper channels by selling his Motor Age to his 
old side-kick, Nort Van Sicklen. After getting out of 
Cycle Age Van had taken an executive job with a steel com- 
pany while Miles converted Cycle Age into Motor Age, 
which was to give Ingersoll’s Horseless Age vigorous com- 
petition. Also Sam carried on as an automobile show 
promoter and had been the silent partner back of the New 
York Pierce-Arrow distributorship. So, with so many irons 
in the fire, he wanted to get out of Motor Age and he offered 
Van such an attractive offer it couldn’t be refused. 

Ix, Ralph Estep had been editing Motor Age for Miles. 
IXstep was brilliant but somewhat eccentric. Later on he 
Was to become advertising 
manager of Packard, then 
joined up with Roy Van 
Patten and formed the 
Cheltenham advertising 
agency in New York City, 
the idea back of the agen- 
cy being that publishers 
should not have to pay the 
15 percent commission — 
the agency’s clients should 
pay Cheltenham fees in 
place of publishers having 
to pay commission. The 
idea didn’t work. 

Characteristic of Lstep’s 
aervous energy, he couldn't 
resist the adventure Mars 
held out to him, so when 
the Great War broke out 





CuHarces E. Duryea, in his later 


years when Springfield, Mass., is ; Le aaa bs gu eT e 
claimed for him the honor of being re went across) as cor- 
America’s first gas car builder. respondent for Colliers in 
Note tablet (left) which proclaims the Lalkans. When this 
Ss . » . . . s . . ® . . ; 
pringfield as its birthplace country went in, Estep 


was transferred to France. 
He was killed in 1918 and right on the firing line. He and 
two other correspondents had taken refuge in a shell hole. 
Ralph was extremely superstitious and when the trio lighted 
three cigarettes from one match he remarked : “Some one here 
is going to get it.” Hardly were the words out of his mouth 
than a shell dropped in on them and Estep’s number went up. 

Van had his own ideas about the kind of an editorial 
department he wanted and he signed up the late Charles P. 
koot, who had been assistant editor of the Referee, to edit 
Motor Age. David Beecroft, who later was to become 
directing editor for the Class Journal’s group of trade papers, 
going with Chilton when the merger with Class Journal 
Was made and who now is an executive of the Bendix Corp., 
was Root’s choice for a \otor clye associate editorship. And 
1 got the call, too. I left the Chicago Daily News in 1905 
to also become an associate editor of AJotor Age. 

* * * 

Outside of my brief experience as press agent for the 
Chicago automobile show in 1901, I hadn’t paid much at- 
tention to motor cars and their developments while I was 
on the News. | knew ab 
solutely nothing about the 


ee 





industry itself. You 

couldn't expect that | 

would, for that industry 

sul wore diapers and it 

Was up to me to tine) out 

what ait) was all about. 

Particularly | had to learn 

about who brought out the 

first cars, about the early 

shows and at that time the 

Selden patent suit was the 

cloud on the automobile THE CAR, in which Duryea won 
horizon | had to learn the Chicago Times-Herald road race 
. in 1895, was the second one built 
about that So | had to by Duryea. 
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sf 7'my AUTO-BioGRapHy 
2) 100 YEARS ON RUBEER 
wy Chris Sinsabaug 


DATED April 19, 1892, there is no question in the author's mind 
but what this Duryea was the first American gasoline buggy. Not 
much resemblance, is there, to the modern automobile of today? 


go to kindergarten, so to speak, and learn about these cardinal 
subjects. 
* x * 

The pioneers and the first American car to be manufactured 
were the ABC’s of my automobile education, particularly the 
latter, for there has been a dispute over this one point 
which has been argued pro and con since the turn of the 
century. Was it Duryea? Was it Haynes? Both their his- 
toric vehicles are in the Smithsonian Institute at Washington 
and each has been given credit for being first, although the 
Institute has no power to decide the question. Tablets on 
the two ancient horseless carriages read: 

“Duryea automobile, 1892-1893: Designed and constructed 
by Charles E. Duryea, at Springfield, Mass., using the design, 
body, top and steering mechanism of his first automobile 
but equipped with a more powerful engine. This first 
machine, commenced in August, 1891, was tested on the road 
as early as July 8, 1892, and the second a year later. The 
present transmission system was installed January, 1894, 
replacing the friction transmission originally on the machine. 

“Tour-cycle, water-cooled engine, spray carburetor without 
float; make-and-break ignition; two speeds forward and one 
reverse, operated by an up and down movement of the 
steering handle. Horsepower 6; weight, 750 pounds. 

“Gift of Inglis M. Uppercu, 1921.” 

“Haynes Automobile, 1893-4: Built by Elwood Haynes in 
Kokomo, Ind. This vehicle, equipped with a one-horse- 
power motor, made a successful trip on July 4, 1894, at a 
speed of six or seven miles an hour. About two years after 
the trial, certain changes were embodied in the machine as 
it now stands. The original one-horsepower motor was re- 
placed by one of two horsepower; the original steering mech- 
anism, which consisted of a worm gear attached to the center 
of the axle, was discarded, and the tiller type installed; and 
the original 28-inch cushion-tired wheels were replaced by 
the present 36-inch pneumatic-tired wheels. 
“Gift of Elwood Haynes” 1910. 


* * * 


look at the dates in each of these dossiers and remember 
(Continued on Next Page) 





ELwoob Haynes in his first car. To his right is the late Frank 
Nutt, then chief engineer of Haynes and later chief engineer for 
the AC Spark Plug Co. A “pinch” is being made; not for speeding 
but for driving a car on Michigan Avenue, Citicasa—the first auto- 
mobile arrest in this country. After an argument the cycle cop let 


them fo on but insisted o © > 
: sts na man with a red flag walking in 
advance of them. flag walking 
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Se ee 


e world to the economists and 
stesmen, and, very wisely I 


ink, decide to apply themselves 
their own business. I feel that 
this they are doing the best job 
. themselves and the country.” 
i. 6 

DECLARING that the funda- 
entals of business and industry 
» right, Barit believes that the 
iggest one in the automobile in- 
ystry is the used car situation, 
r “a healthy used car situation 
most invariably leads to a 
salthy new-car business.”’ Not in 
ears has Hudson gone into April 
, such a favorable situation in 
valers’ used car stocks as this 
sticular April, he held. This is 
pstantiated by contacts which 
ave been made with several 
yndred Hudson dealer points in 
e last six weeks. 

“And the next right funda- 
ental,” said Barit, “is the in- 
ease in new car sales. A number 
four dealers, in widely separated 
nd widely diversified territories, 
ave already sold approximately 
smany cars so far this season as 
hey did in the entire 1938 model 
season.” 

* % ae 

WITH THE plant running five 
ays a week and with upward of 
000 people returned to the pay- 
il of the factory and office 
rces, plus other hundreds added 
y dealer organizations, Hudson 


"Who, Me?” My 


Sparks 


(Continued from Page 1) 
troubles and crises of|reports orders for United States 









Chris 
Sinsabaugh 





shipments of 39 percent for the 
first two weeks in April over the 
same time in March and 71 per- 
cent over the corresponding pe- 
riod a year ago. Hudson’s average 
daily registrations—in 104 im- 
portant leading or key cities for 
25 days in March—showed a gain 
of 47 percent in March over Feb- 
ruary, while the industry as a 
whole gained 34 percent. 

Digging further into the records 
and matching March with March, 
this year and last, the trend in 
Hudson retail sales is decidedly 
upward. Picking out nine repre- 
sentative points, the tabulation 
shows that in Youngstown, O., 
Hudson in March, 1939, was 85 
percent better than in the same 
month a year ago; Milwaukee, 36: 
St. Louis, 36; South Bend, 63; 
Chicago, 71; Pittsburgh, 52; Hous- 
ton, 33; Phoenix, 52; Detroit, 157. 

* * a 

GIVING these comparisons of 
past and present a chance to sink 
home, we got a_ broadside on 
what's going on right now in Hud- 
son territory. As if reading a 
ticker tape, we see that in Wash- 
ington, D. C., Hudson is up 3 to 1 
in March sales over February; 
Milwaukee up 31% to 1: Chicago, 
over 300 percent; while similar 
optimistic reports are in from 
Atlanta. Toledo and St. Louis. 

All of which seems to be evi- 


dence supporting a Barit epigram: | w 


AUTO-Biography 


By Chris Sinsabaugh 


(Continued from Previous Page) 
that the Duryea on view in the Smithsonian Institute is not 


the first Duryea built but the second and that the first 
one had been given its initial tryout two years in advance 


of Haynes’ trial run. 


But the fact that these two rivals are in the Institute does 
not alone settle the question of priority by any means. For 
more than 30 years I have been absorbing the evidence 
presented and now in my twilight I do not hesitate to write 
into the records my belief that to Charles E. Duryea belongs 
the honor and credit for manufacturing the first American- 
built gasoline horseless carriage or automobile, call it what 


you will. 


Both these old-time pioneers are dead, Elwood Haynes 
years ago and Charles I°. Duryea only recently. But I firmly 
believe that neither one held a grudge against the other—it 
was advertising copy that caused the verbal battle. I have seen 
a photostat of a letter Haynes wrote Duryea July 3, 1922. 
in which he stated that “I never have personally claimed that 
the little machine which I made in 1893-4 was the first, 
second, third or fourth automobile built in the United States 
... Never so far as I can remember have I claimed priority 
over any other inventor in this country or abroad.” 


It is my personal opinion that the Haynes-Duryea dispute 


was brought about by Haynes 


having a clever publicity man, 


Gilbert Radoye, now head of a Detroit advertising agency, 
who, in about 1916 or 1917 recognized the publicity possibili- 
ties occasioned by the fact that the two cars popped out of 
the shell within two years of each other, and that the Duryea 
and Stevens-Duryea cars were no longer being manufactured. 
So the Haynes company, through its advertising and publicity, 


set up the claim of having made the first American car. 


started a dispute between the 


This 


Apperson brothers and Haynes, 


the Apperson brothers contending that they had actually 
created and constructed it, but giving Haynes credit for 


having 


conceived the idea. Haynes’ publicity man spent much 


money, and created such a stir that Charles E. Duryea got 
busy and dug up the facts. and placed photostatic copies of 


| that 
|corner and Old Man Winter beat- 


letters, patents, trademarks, and court testimony in some 
of the public libraries, as well as finding his 1892 gasoline 
buggy, which went into Smithsonian Institute. After the 
Haynes and Apperson cars went off the market, the issue 
became one between Springfield and Kokomo, for the honor 
of being the “Birthplace of the Automobile Industry.” 

“Finis” was written, T think, in 1937, when the Kiwanis 
Club of Springfield, threw a big celebration in honor of Dur 
vea and unveiled a tablet reading: “Springfield, Birthplace 
of the Automobile Industry, America’s first gasoline buggy 
had its pulling test on April 19, 1892 at 47 Taylor Street 
Springfield, Mass., honors Charles F. Duryea, Father of the 
Automobile.” 


This is the fifteenth instalment of Chri 
Subsequent will 


Editor’s Note 
Sinsabaugh’s 
succeeding chapters 


memoirs. instalments 


appear in of Automotive News. 
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| and 


“Salesmanship is now as always | 


the spark plug of business.” 


* * % } 

TAKING IT for granted that the | 

weather man is right in predicting | 
spring is just around the 


ing a retreat, Hudson already is 
under way on the largest Hudson 
advertising - merchandising cam- 
paign in years. 

The message it carries of 1939 
Hudson cars’ desirability and value 
is presented vigorously and at- | 
tractively before at least 50,000,- 
000 readers in the national weekly | 
and monthly magazine field alone. 
No fewer than 36 national pub- 
lications are being used, covering 
general and class magazines, busi- | 
ness and trade journals, and farm 
publications. 

_In addition, the power of spe- 
cialized and localized advertising 
is being applied “at the point of 
sale,” in commanding space and 
challenging copy, in 1,750 news- 
papers. 

_ This entire effort on behalf of 
increased public acceptance is all 
tied in with a spring merchandis- 
ing program, launched in a few 
selected spots in March, and now | 


being extended throughout the 
country. 





* * * 


LOOKING at all these facts, and 
knowing something of Hudson’s 
drive once it turns on the power, 
it is no wonder I came away from 
the session with Barit, feeling that 
“the fundamentals are right, and 
that being true, business largely 
depends on our going out to get it!” 

* x eS 


IT WAS Woodrow Wilson, | 
asn’t it, who shattered presi-| 
dential precedent by appearing 
before the combined house and 
senate and personally reading his 
annual message to congress. 
Granted that, it it would seem to 
me Bill Holler is following in the 
Wilson footsteps in that when he 
faces the annual meeting of the 
National Automobile Dealers Assn. 
in San Francisco next week to talk 
on “My Conception of a Quality 
Dealer Program,” it will be the 
first time since he joined up with 
GM that he has made a_ public 
speech. Up to now he has confined 
his oratorical efforts to talking 
only to Chevrolet dealers an 
members of his field staff. 

Chevrolet’s general sales man- 
ager will be riding his pet hobby 
because for five years he studied 
his quality dealer idea from 2}! 
angles and when it was perfected, 
he made it a definite Chevrolet 
| policy. Bill is unconventional but 
cautious, which trait was also at- 
tributed to Wilson, and he had to 
be sure all the “bugs” were out 
of the idea before making it offi- 
cial. 

* * * 

HOLLER took over his Chev- 
rolet sales manager toga in Oc- 
| tober, 1933, so he has five service 
stripes on his sleeve, one for each 
| year he has been on the job. Inci- 
dentally he has worn said toga 
longer than any of his predeces- 


sors, even longer than Dick Grant. | 


He’s in his sixth year now. His 
record shows that his dealers have 


led the industry in sales four | 


times under his leadership, and 
they are out in front this year. 
And he has done most of this job 
with fewer dealers than he had 
when he took over, for under his 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 1939 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS next week in 


“Who, Me?” will tell the part Edgar 


| Apperson played as a pioneer manufacturer, The veteran, since his retirement 


from the industry, divides his time between Phoenix, Ariz., in the winter and 


Rhinelander, Wis., in the summer. 


To 


get his story Slim Barnard, AN’s Los 


Angeles correspondent, flew to Phoenix in the Gilmore Oil Co.’s airplane. With 
him was Earl Gilmore, president (shown left in the picture), who is meeting 


Apperson for the first time. 





ence. Barney went to and from 
New York by Detroit for fear the 


| extra road distance would put him 
in the million-mile class, 


which, 


he says, is impossible of accom- 


| plishment. 


Somehow I have the idea the 


| Oldfield trek had something to do 
| with publicizing his forthcoming 
| book, 
| Think You Are—Barney Oldfield?”’ 
| And also make the movie mag- 
nates conscious he 


“Who the Hell Do You 


is box office 


on the screen. This is based on a 
couple of offers he already is re- 


| ported to have had for the movie 
| rights on the book. One of the 
| companies is reported to be so far 
|along in the negotiations that it 


has picked Clark Gable to play 


| 
| 


| 
| 


! 


j 
| 
j 


the part of Oldfield. 

AN EXPATRIATE since 1919, 
Grover Cleveland Bergdoll is will- 
ing to go to jail for five years, 
the sentence he got for dodging 
the American draft. He fled to 
Germany and now he is pleading 
with Uncle Sam, promising to be 
a good boy if he only can come 
home. 

Occasion to write about this in 
the column is had because in the 
good old days when automobile 
stock car racing was about at its 
zenith, the Bergdoll family played 
an important part. Ervin Bergdoll, 
older than Grover, won the fa- 
road race 


mous Fairmount Park 

\in Philadelphia in 1911. This 
event was unique in that the 
course was laid out inside the 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| 
| 
| 
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quality dealership program he is 


looking not for more dealers but 


better dealers. So where he once 
had 10,800, now he has approxi- 


mately 8,600. 


In his San Francisco speech it is 


understood Holler will not 
talking for Chevrolet. He’s to be 
there to tell even his competition 
what’s back of quality dealerships 
how the idea works out to 


the profit of sales managers in 


general. 


I'VE BEEN trying for two week 
now to write into the column that 
Barney Oldfield passed through 


| the big town twice recently, once 


on his way from Los Angeles to 
New York City and the second 
time on his way back. He drove a 
Plymouth to Detroit from Los 


Angeles in better than three days, 
took a train to New York to go on 
the air for “‘We the People.” The 
greatest race driver of all time or 
words to that effect, the broad- 
caster told us, invisible audi- 


ni 


be 


limits of the park and almost in 
sight of the dome of the city hall. 
Grover tried to emulate Ervin but 
never gained nationwide fame as 
a race driver, while the oldest 
brother, Charles, was the manu- 
facturer of the Bergdoll car, me- 
dium-priced but short-lived. 





Canfield to Represent 


LOS ANGELES.—Negotiations have 
been concluded between Laminated 
Shim Co., Inc., of Long Island City. 
N. Y., and the M. E. Canfield Co., 
manufacturers’ 
the latter will represent the New York 
manufacturers in the Southern eCali 
fornia territory. 


To feel the pulse of the industry. 
consistent reading of Automotive News 
is a necessity. 
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San Antonio Assn. 
Names Cartwright 
As Its President 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Carroll 
Cartwright, of Carroll Cartwright, 
Inc. (De Soto and Plymouth), was 
elected president 
of the San An- 
tonio Automobile 
Trade Assn. at 
the annual elec- 
tion of officers 
this week. He suc- 
ceeds Frank M. 
Gillespie, of 
Herpel-Gillespie 
(Ford). 

Elected also 
were E. A. Kin- 
sel, Kinsel Motor 
Co. (Oldsmobile), aie ; 
vice-president; and William Wine- 
rich, Winerich Motor Sales Co. 
(Studebaker), treasurer. J.T. Sim- 
mons was re-elected executive sec- 
retary. 

Directors elected were O. R. 
Mitchell, O. R. Mitchell Motors 
(Dodge-Plymouth) ; Jack Brosseau, 
Jack Brosseau, Inc. (Lincoln- 
Zephyr and Mercury); Russell 
Good, Gene Meador, Inc. _(Pack- 
ard); and Frank M. Gillespie. 





Carroll Cartwright 





Cadillac Names Schmunk 
Distributor in Cleveland 


DETROIT.—Robert J. Schmunk, 
for 17 years a distributor for an- 
other automobile make, has taken 
the Cadillac - LaSalle distributor- 
ship in Cleveland, General Sales 
Manager D. E. Ahrens announced 
this week. 

The new distributing unit will 
be located at 30th Street and 
Chester Avenue, where for seven 
years Cadillac-LaSalle has main- 
tained a factory branch. Roy F. 
Kenney, branch manager, retains 
a position in the new setup. 





Joins Omaha Dealer 


OMAHA, Neb.—V. J. Burkhard, who 
| has been with Ford and Ford dealers 
| for the last 23 ears, has joined J. V. 
| Thorndike, Inc., South Omaha Ford 


| dealer, as general manager 



















niences. Ideally located 


Auto Men 


Like Our Accommodations 


We invite more of you to make the Belmont Plaza 
your New York home because we know you will 


like its convenient location, smart atmosphere and 
pleasant accommodations. 


Each of our attractively appointed rooms has both 
tub and shower, radio and all modern conve- 


and shopping district. Two popular priced restau- 
rants, including the famous Glass Hat. 


800 ROOMS FROM #300 


HOTEL 
BELMONT PLAZA 


John H. Stember, Manoger 
Lexington Avenue at 49th St. 


National Hotel Mana entCo., Inc. 
Ralph Hitz, President i 
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in the midtown business 
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Pow E R must turn co rners Doing a given job better than previous practice has achieved everas 
constitutes, figuratively, the ‘“‘go no-go’’ gauge which is applied RE) 

to every Bendix Product. dal 


You will agree that this is the only standard that has any right wed 


= * a 
with minimum loss, and to recognition in automotive work. = 


All Bendix development work proceeds on this basis and no 4 9 


other. For example: have 
, , , ¥ This universal joint, developed by Bendix, amply service- — : 
o r) proved, possesses unique advantages of vital importance. Unlike im a 




























all ordinary (Cardan-type) joints, this Bendix-Weiss Universal Witl 
Joint transmits unvarying speed from the driving to the driven — 
shaft member. stop-o 
Constant angular velocity naturally eliminates much hitherto en a 
2 unavoidable vibration. It eliminates shaft whip and power throb. ae 
CONVENTIONAL UNIVERSAL JOINT -- SHAFT ANGLE 30° The Bendix-Weiss Universal Joint also provides for end motion _ Buz: 
= —————— ONE aiyvmuey —————— a without sliding splines, with only the negligible friction of rolling es 
balls—hence lessens power-loss and lengthens life. In many ap- want 
ia plications, this permits elimination of one or more costly anti- tae 
ee a il. friction bearings from the layout. teulot 
5 YeLoe Tor poe 1100} — — -—— | ——---7 =; If you are concerned with chassis engineering, these facts are 7 
‘ t In é 
—ie 6|(‘f S a pertinent to your problems. > Ala 
900 | — ——- cal . ‘ a 
a tee nie Correspondence is invited from factory executives interested have 1 
° enttiees | _ in production quantities of better universal joints. man tl 
CARDAN JOINT a \ BENDIX-WEISS JOINT ane te 
Ok : BENDIX PRODUCTS DIVISION if one 
| OF BENDIX AVIATION CORPORATION, South Bend, Ind. =< . 
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